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progress, so that we may have further time
to consider the measure, I move an amend-
ment-

That in paragraphi (iii.) the words "re-
peatedly and habitually"' be struck out.

'Amendment put, and a division taken
with the following result:

Ayes
Noes

Bill reported withoLut ameindiment, and
the report adopted

House adjourned at 11.2 p.m.

6

Majority against . . 5

A
HeIn. J. M. Drew
Hon. J1. W. Hiky
Hen. T, Moor

Heon. , Duflell
i-on. E. fri. Gray
Hon. W. T. Glasbeen
Hon. V. Hameraley
Hon. 3. J1. Holmes
Hon. A. Lovekln

YES.

1oe

lion, A. J. H. Saw
Hoe. H. Stewart
Hon. A. Burvill

(Teller.)

Hon. J. M. Macfarlane
Hion. J. Nicholson
Hors. G. Potter
Hon. H. J. Yalland

Hon. J. R. Brown
(PeleT.

Amendment thus negatived.

Hon. T. MOORE: I appeal to the Comn-
mittee to report progress, this being -an
important Bill and the hour being late. A
Bill of a similar character was put through
a year or two ago, and in a short time I
heard enough to convince me that. the
measure bad not been thoroughly looked
into. This is a thin House, and I suggest
that anything indefinite in the Bill ought
certainly to be made definite. I see no
necessity for rushing the measure through
Committee in one night.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES:- I am inclined to
support Mr. Moore.

Hon. A. Lovekin: We can recommit the
Bill to-morrow.

Hon. J. J1. HOLMES: In matters of this
kind we cannot be too careful. Personally
I regard it as a mistake to say to two
people that after they have been separated
for three years they can get a divorce.

Hon. A. LOAVEKIN: I do not -wish to
take advantage of anybody, but it is only
a one-clause Bill, we have been some time
over it already and I suiggest that we should
finish it and report to the House. To-
morrow, on the third reading stage, I shall
be quite agreeable to recommitting the Bill
if bon. members wish it.

Clause put and passed.

Title-agreed to.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read p)rayers.

QUESTIONS (2)-SEWERLAGE.

Claremont -C ottesloe.
.1r. NORTH asked Hon. S. W. Munsie

(Honorary Minister): 1, Is he aware (a)
that lprivate sewerage is being undertaken
extensively in the Claremout-Cottesloe area
by means of septic tanks-? (h ) That the Com-
missioner of Health has expressed himself
adversely to a general policy of sewerage in
these districts by such tmans? 2, What
limiit would the department set to the num-
ber of persons per acre of settlement who
could be safely served by such tanks?

lon. S. IV. MNUN TSIE replied: 1 (a) It is
known that householders are being actively
canvassed to instal septic tanks and that a
numiber have done so. (b) Yes. 2, The de-
partlilent i., not prepared to set a limit to
the number of p~ersonis per acre of settlement
who could be safely served by such tanks,
for the reason that each individual case
should be determined on its merits accord-
ing as--(a) There are wells in the vicinity
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likely to be used for driking purposes and
likely to become contaminated thereby; (b)
The soil is suitable for the disposal
of effiuent; (e) The property is suitably
situated and large enough to dispose of
sewage in this way, without nuisance.

Sewage Disposal.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for
Works: 1, Has hie received any information
as a result of the late Engineer in Chief's in-
quirkes in London regarding modemn systems
of the disposal of sewage'? 2, If so, will he
make such information available to the local
authorities in the Claremont-Cottesloe dis-
trict at the earliest opportuuity?

The MINISTER FOR WORKS replied:
1, No. 2, 1 invite the hon. member to take
this matter up with the recently appointed
Engineer in Chief in, say, a month's time,
by which date he will he more settled in office.
MAr. Stileman has expressed his willingness
to meet representatives of the Local Auathori-
ties and discuss the subject with them.

QUESTION-WATER SUPPLY.

Claremont, Swanbourne, Cotesloc.
Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for

Works: 1, Does he expect to be in a position
during the present summer to close down the
low level reser-voir at Claremont? 2, If not,
when do the department propose to supply
residents in Claremont, Swanbourne, and
Cottesloc districts from the high-pressure
main which has now been completed between
King's Park and Bucklaud Hill?

The MINISTEit FOR WORKS replied:
1, Yes as soon as transformer is available
for booster pump at Claremont reservoir-
The transformer is being supplied by the
Electricity Department, and is expected in a
few weeks. 2. Answered byv No. 1.

QUESTION-COOKING, ELECTRICITY
AND GAS.

Mr. NORTH asked the Minister for Rail-
wvs 1.Is he aware that the ('ottesloc

Council have been neg-otiating for a supply
of coal gas to meet the domestic needs of
the district? 2, What steps have the Govern-
ment Electricit 'y Department taken to pop-
ularise cooking by electricity in that area?1

The MINISTER FOR RAUL.WAYS re-
plied: 1, Yes: 2, By supplying- current for

this purpose at 11/4d. per unit for the first 50
units per month and Id. per unit for all in
excess of that quantity..

QUESTiON-WATER FOR STOCK,
MIDLAND JUNCTION.

Mr. MA1RSHALL asked the Minister for
Agriculture: 1, Is he aware that stock
which arrived at Midland Junction by special
train from M~eekatharra at 10 am. on Tues-
day, the 24th inst., were insufficiently
watered before being sold 2, Is the source
of supply at the smaller yards at Midland
Junction approximately, a half-inch ball
tap? 3, If so, will he take the necessary
steps to obviate this inhuman treatment 'of
stock, and the consequent unfairness to out-
back growers, by increasing the supply suf-
ficiently to cope with urgent demands t

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUJLTURE
replied: 1, These cattle were landed at ap-
proximately 10 o'clock yesterday, when
all water troughbs were full, but on
acecount of the sale starting at 10.30 am.,
the agents began to draft them immediately.
There was an ample supply of water avail-
able had the stock been given time. 2, The
source of supply in the cattle yards is a
one-inch branch with a one-inch ball cock
running off a three-inch main. The supply
in the sheep yards is a h alf -inch branch with
a half-inch ball cock running ofr the same
main. .3, The -water supply provided is quite
adequate, and the department has never re-
ceived any complaints in this connection.
All the troughs in the sale yards are ifilled
prior to each sale, but it is of course im-
possible to make provisions to water a whole
train load of cattle in 20 minutes. If some
of the cattle referred to had not lime to get
a drink there was plenty of time and water
available after the sale, apprOXiMately twoG
hours later.

QUESTION-GAMTBLING DEVICES.

Hon. Sir JAITES MITCHELL (without
notice) asked the Premier: I, Has his atten-
tion been called to the following- paragraphs
and resolutions appearing in this morning's
"West Australian":-

Northam Labour Carnival.
Objection to Gambling Devices.

Northam, Nov. 24.
The Eastern Districts Council of the Aus-

tralian Labour Party opened on the site next
to the office of the "Northam Advertiser'
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on Saturday evening last a White City Fair,
the stated object of which was to raise funds
for a Nortlham Trades Hall. The attractions
included various gambling devices such as dart
games, ''help your neighbour,'' and housey.
There has bee,, considerable protest locally,
and on Monday evening the Northanm Traders'
Progress Association called a special meeting
to discuss the matter. As a result the follow-
ing resolution was carried and forwarded this
morning by telegram to the Prenier:-''The
Northam Traders' Progress Association, in the
interest of the public welfare, strongly pro-
tests against the excessive gambling now being
carried oil at the White City in this town, and
respectfully requests that the law be en-

Municipeal Council's Protest.
Northam, Nov. 24.

A Special meeting of the Northam Municipal
Council was held at 5 o'clock this evening, and
after discussion the following Motion Wvas car-
ried and subsequently telegraphed to the Pre-
inier :- this council desires to enter an em-
phatic protest against the promoters of White
City in, Northam being allowed to break the
law of the land by conducting gamnes that are
illegal, and earnestly requests that the Premier
immnediately instruct the poliee to take action
to prevent same. '

2, If so, what action does lie propose to
take in the matter?

The PREMIER replied: I have read the
paragraphs referred to, and have also re-
ceived the telegrams conveying the resolu-
tions mentioned in the paragraphs. I have
no knowledge of what has been done there,
but I am causing- inquiries to be made.
The question of gambling at fairs of this
kind has been discussed for many years,
and I am not sure howv far the gambling
has extended, btit I will make inquiries
into the matters protested atvainst by the
people of Northiam.

QUESTION-PEEL ESTATE
INSPECTION.

Mr. ANGELO (without notice) asked the
Minister for Lands: In view of the ex-
pected early introduction of the Loan Esti-
mates, will -the Minister afford members
opportunity to visit the Peel Estate and
have the general sehemne explained to them
by officers of the department, so as to
enable members to give an intelligent votp'
on the items in the Loan Estimates I

The MINISTER FOR LANDS replied:
T hove no objection to any member visiting
the Peel Estate: in fact, I think it would

be of assistance. If they can make arrange-
ments with the engineer in charge, no doubt
he wvill be only too pleased to conduct mem-
bers over the estate.

Mr. ANGELO: We ean get Mr. Anketell
to pilot ust

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: Yes.

ANNUAL ESTIMATES, 1925-25.

Report of Committee of Ways and Means
adopted.

BILLS (3)-rIRaT READING.

1, Gun License Act Amendment.
2, Workers' Homes Act Amendment.

Introduced hy the Premier.
3, Industries Assistance Act Continuance.

Introduced by the Minister for Lands.

BILL-BROOSTON RECREATION
RESERVE.

Read a third time and transmitted to the
Council.

MOTION-NORTH-WEST DEVELOP-
MENT.

T'o inquire by Royal Commission.

Debate resumed from the 18th November
on the following motion by Mr. Lamond:

That in the opinion of this House a Royal
Commission should be appointed to inquire
into the development and best methods of
admin ist ration of the North and North-West
portions of the State.

MR. STUBBS (Wag-in) [4.45]; I have
followed with much interest the debate on
this motion. I am not going to traverse
any of the ground covered by the previous
speakers, but desire to inform the House
that some years ago, in company with Mr.
Colebatch, then Minister for the North-
West, I travelled a distance of over 4,000
miles through the North-West. A consider-
able portion of this journey was made
in a motor ear. Our first prolonged trip
on that occasion was in following the Fitz-
roy River from Derby almost to its source.
We passed along one of the most fertile
valleys I have ever seen in Australia, not
even excepting some of the most beautiful
country in the north of Queensland. Un-
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fortunately' for closer settlement, the front-
ages of this magnificent river are aill
alienated from the Crown in long leases. I
do not envy the holders of these frontages,
because they have beta held by men who
took them up 30 or 40 years ago, but if the
North-West is to he developed and settled
with a denser population, reasonable comn-
peusation must be given to these holders if
they are deprived of their river frontages.
One has only to make the journey that I
did to see the trials and difficulties that
beset the pioneers of that huge belt of
rich country. We frequently saw the
graves of men who had been speared by
blacks in the eighties and nineties of
last century, or the early portion of
this century. Those men who had
beeni so plucky as to Lo up there must have
endured nouan I v ardsh ips. It is equally true
that they have been well rewarded for their
pluck and enterprise. The appearance of
that country reminds one, who sees it for
the first time, of a huge wvheatfield. For
hundreds of miles across the plateau in the
Kimberleys. a population fifty times as
great as the present one could be Profitably
employed, and each man could make a ccom-
petency. One can travel for 40 or 50 miles
without seeing a fence. The stock naturally
keel, as close as possible to the water front-
aes. %e ry little provision has been made
for water away from the natural sources of
output that lie in the ranges that pass
through the Kiniberleys. To a certain ex-
tent [ supi ort the remarks of previous
speakers concerning the disabilities under
which the North-Wiest has laboured. Mlem-
bers have accused not only this but Previous
Governments of neglecting the North-West,
Had I sometimes think there is a good deal
of truth in their argument. At all the ports
and leading towns where Mr. Colebatch was
entertained, he expressed astonishmnat at
the wonderful potentialities of the North-
West. He assured his hearers that if the
Government could do anything to assist them
in developing- the country, by giving them
facilities for transportinzr their produce, it
would be the plain duty devolving upon him
and his Government to do it. Whether these
promises have beenl fulfilled or not, I do
not know for certain, but from the tom-
plaints that have been voiced in this House
it does not appear that very much has re-
sulted in the intervening period. Ily ex-
perience of Royal Commissions is that they

are not much good. If a Royal Commis-
sion were appointed, whom would the Pen-
mier call upon to act? Would the matter
he placed in the hands of a judge of the
Supreme Court, or some representative of
the trade and commerce in the State?! I
think not. The Premier would look for
better men than these, not on account of
their integrity, but because a hoyal Commis-
sioner dealing with this matter would re-
qluire to pobsess practical exp~erience of the
work that lay before him. If I were a mem-
ber representing the North-West I would
not ask for the appointment of a Commis-
sion, the members of wvhich I might know
nothing about, but I would suggest banding
together with my colleagues from the North-
West, in the hope of arriving at the best

masor overcorninu' the disabilities and fur-
therintz the interests of that part of the
State. Perhaps this suggestion will be con-
sidered by the members concerned. I uam
forced to the conclusion, after listening to
the debate, that the appointment of a Royal
Commission would lend us no further. I
am of opinion that the North-West has not
had a fair deal during the last 20 or 25 years.
That may be due to a certain extent to the
distance between the various ports, and to
the fact that there is only a fortnightly
service along the coast. '[le climiatic condi-
tions may also have something to do with
it. All the country I passed through had
its river frontag-es alienated from the Crown.
It would he idle to ask anyv new settlers to
carve out a home for themselves there, un-
less the Government were in a iposition to
advantce them suffieient money to enable
them to find wvater. No p~erson can carry
stock successfully without an adequate water
supply. Unless some new portion of the
North-West is discovered and thrown open
for selection, the only thing for the Govern-
ment to do is to assist settlers in much the
same way that they are assisted in the
South-West. namely, through the Agri-
cultural Hank. In viewv of the unbounded
possibilities of that region, it would pay the
country to send members up therQ to travel
through it, so that they might give an,
intelligent vote upon this question. The
Itiutter ii one of importance not only to West-
ern Australia but the Empire in general, if
Australia is to be part and parcel of the
British Empire. Two days' run from Wyn-
dham is .Iava, with a population of 35 to 40
millions. Thousands of those people have
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not sufficient land to enable them to live in
houses. They dwell on rafts along the fore-
shore of the coast or rivers. If they all
lived on the land there would not be much
room for the growth of the food necessary
to keep them all alive. For years that island
has been controlled by the Dutch. The
Dutch, as a ride, have not much time for
Australia. They thinkc we have treated them
badly because of our prohibitive duty on
sugar, and because of late years we have
taxed their bananas and other fruits that
grow so abundantly on their rich belts of
land. In the North-West there is a vast
area of country carrying not more than haif-
a-dozen whites to every million acres. It
could carry 30 or 40 times as great a popu-
lation.. How it is to be successfully devel-
oped without the expenditure by the Gov-
ernment of a large stwn of money puzzles
mec. It will not be possible to induce people
to take up land there 50 or 60 miles from a
river frontage unless they are assured of
financial assistance. They will require to
fence their holdings against kangaroos,
which obound there in thousands, and
wflich eat a tremendous lot of grass. I ad-
mnit. it would be possible to carry 100 times
as many cattle on that area as are
now being carried, notwithstanding the
pest that is represented by the marsupials.
1 fear that the mover will get the North no
further forward by the means lie proposes.
1 sympathise fully with him and members
who have supported the motion, and agree
that the North. must receive attention from
somne Government in the near future. The
question of defence is vitally important.
For the best part of a thousand miles the
coastline of the Kiniberleys is held by a
handful of white people who are in close
proximity to teeming millions of the coloured
rates. Those races increase by a million
y:early in -lava. alone, I am given to under-
stand. If the NKorth-West is to remain an
;nitegral part of the Commonwealth and of
the British Empire, some Government must
take ste:'q in saferutard it against poss~ible
invasion, It we do not iioruilate the 'North-
WYest, we have no right to holdi it. I do
i'ot like opposing the motion. I travelled
the Kiiheile vs from. one end to the other
on) a trip lasting eight weeks, and f can
speak of the di-aibilities tinde-r which the
people thene labour. Where to start in
assisting thaot huge territory ii a difficult
question, esi-ecialily hav-iug regard to the

enormous amount o± money which will be
eventually required. I hope that members
representing the North, rather than a Royal
Commission, will devise a scheme of devel-
opment and place it before the Government,
from whose sympathetic consideration prac-,
tical results should ensue, There is justi-
fication for the motion. No member who
has not seen the NorthA'%est can realise its
value. It is one of the brightest gems in
the British Crown.

MR. GRIEFITHS (Avon) [5.3] : I sup-
port the motion, in the first place from a
sense of duty. [ am satisfied that the people
of the South know very litl~e of the North-
West, and understand neither its possibili-
ties nor its troubles. I have a great amr-
Iition to see the North-West for myself,
and hope -to make a leisurely trip through it.
A recent issue of the "Daily News" pub-
lished an article which may have had its
origin in the editor having his ear to the
ground and hearing rumblings from the
Nk.orthi-West. The article reads-

Sir George Buchanan, who recently visited
Australia at thme invitation of the Federal Gov-
ernment7 and reported on North-West develop-
mnent as well as on various harbour works
jin the various States, was interviewed on his
return to England by a representative of the
"Financial Times." In that interview he ex-
pressed views similar to those expressed whilst
in Australia concerning the administration of
the 'North of Australia, but one statement is
of particular interest to Western Australia.
He says that railway extension should, in the
interests of the country, take eastern routes
and link up with the Queensland lines. Sir
George apparently regards these developmental
lines as essential to the development of the
North. It is certain that a line running across
the north of this State, serving the great areas
of pastoral counry, would prove of immense
benefit to that industry, which he says mnust be
the first policy of any administration. He
is opposed to more intensive forms of agri-
culture until the fundations have been laid
by extending the pastoral industry. One or
more railway systems linking the northern
areas wvith tme ports of W~ynd ham and Dar-
wvin, and Queensland with Western Australia,
also, in the opinion of Sir George, would. pro-
bably assist in developing the mineral re-
sources. Although the mining industry has
great possibilities, lie says that without cheap
transport-and economic labour-there can be
no progress. Figures are, quoted by the
'Times'' to show the richness of sonic of the

ore deposits, and although it is aot likely that
such richness would continue for any great
period of years, even in the best mine which
might be opened up, there is evidence of a
vast mineral field which only awaits transport
facilities-and economic labour-in order to
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allow it being profitably exploited. What is
meant by economic labour is not made clear,
but if transport facilities are first provided
so as to remove the tremendous cost now in-
volved in carting all the necessities of life over
long distances, the difficulties of the labour
problem should be greatly reduced. It may
be hoped that now the turmoil of the political
fight is over the questioa of northern devel-
opment will not longer be neglected, and that
a real attempt will be made to open up a
territory which is at once a great storehouse
of wealth as well as a great menace.

A widely-react paper, one certainly read by
Government supporters, thereupon published
an article headed, "The North Must Be
Kept White," commenting on Sir George
Buichanan's report. The article contains
the following:-

Ile (Sir George Buchanan) states that
"white labour in the North is not as efficient
as black labour in other countries," and that
under present conditions ''it is impossible to
grow cotton and sugar to compete with the out-
side world.'' While he does not say straight
out that the North should be turned into a
black man's territory, it is difficult to see how
any other inference can be drawn from this
observation.
The article proceeds to analyse the report.
I (10 not know whether the comments ore
fully justified.

The Premier: It was not a report, but
merely an expression of opinion.

lir. GRIFFITHS: T have here a report
by Mr. George A. flobler, Engineer of Way
and Works, Commonwealth Railways, on a
tour of inspection of the North-West, being
the tour referred to by the member for
W~agin (Mr. Stubbs). The party included,
besides Mr. Hohler, our present A gent-
General, and M.%r V. Hamersley, M.L.C., Mr.
Stubbs, Mr. Frost of the "West Austra-
lian," Mr. Nicholson representing the MNel-
boune "Age," Mr. Diamond, :the manager
of the Commercial Banik, and Mr. Durack,
then membier for Kimberley. Some of the
party left at different stations. 'Mr. Durack
did not complete the trip, nor. I believe, did
Mr. Diamond. The report affords most in-
teresting reading, and I have marked certain
passages of it for quotation. It describes
long stretchee; of good choenlate soil, or
chocolate and black soil, and good r-rasses.
Elsewhere, it states, there is rood top feed
in addition to the grasses. We are seus-
turned to regard distances here in the South
as great, hut it is astonishing to note that
the round trip made by this party covered
over 5,000 miles. Mfr. fabler' s report
says-

The country, as far as about 877 miles from
Derby (Carrington Creek), is undulating,
with granite outcrops in places, good rich
soil, nell arassed, and good growth of top
feed, and well-watered for portion of the year.
This country is suitable for both sheep and
cattle. - . . Fronm 377 umilcs to Panton River
the country consists of granite ridges inter-
sected with deep creeks and broad, open creek
fiats, carrying good grass and sonic top feed,
well watered for portion of the year ....
From 426 miles (Ord River) to about 436
miles, the country consists of fine grassy plains
and wvell grassed ridge;, -with good top feed,
such as white wood and camel bush. This
country is well watered, and is good cattle
country, and should also carry sheep. In addi-
tion to these rivers there are numerous large
creeks and mnany springs. Generally along
nll the rivers and creeks there are large, open,
rich-soil flats carrying good grass and some
top feed, miaking goodl pasturage for cattle.

From the r.;lort one realises. that there is
in our North anl enormous area of country
awaiting development. ',%r. Robler also
speaks of mining possibilities. Whilst he
was there, it was reported that a good man-
ganese deposit had been fonnd 20 miles
from Meekatharra. Mr. Robler comments
upon the quantity of gold produced by the
Pilhai-a and other fields of the North, and
says that while it is not likely that the gold
output of that part of the country would he
brought up to pre-war level again, yet with
railway facilities many propositions which
now, owving to the high cost of transport,
are impracticable to work would become
payable. Ev-er since I have been in the
House I have endeavoured. to nssist 'the
North-West members. We of the South,
knowing so little of the North, should be
only too willing to assist that great province
to come into) its own. Certain things have
been said about neglect of the North in the
past, hut I do not think it altogether fair
to say that the North has been neglected.
It is a fact that various Governments have
tried to do something for the North. I
think as much assistance as was -reasonably
possible at the time was given regarding
cotton growing. I remember a tropical ad-
viser was appointed, and on various occa-
sions when these matters have come np for
eonsideratiou various Governments, have
shown sympathetic interest in connection
with the North. Owing to the war and the
disabilities under which we have been lab-
ouning, we have been prevented from doing
very mouch for that part of the State. To-
day more attention is being devoted to it
and it has been suggested that the members
representing the North could be as effective
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as a Royal Commission. After all, attempts
haxe been made to do something. Mr,
Geoige Mfiles, a member of the Legfislative
Council, has been active in connection with
hisi North-West Railway and Development
Lreague.

Amr. Marshall: Nearly all of them have
been starved out, and Only a few are left
in it.

-Ni r. UN IlI" I11THS: I do nut know any-
thing, about that, but I know that Mr. Mfiles
hias been prominent in endeavouring to ad-
vance the interests of the North.

Mir, Marshall : What is he going to get
out of it?

Hon. Sir James Mlitchell: He is a good
friend of the North.

Mr. GRIFFITHS: He acted in a public-
spirited way.

Hon. Sir Janes Mitchell: He is a good
men. too.

Mlr. GII1IFEITHS: I do not think the
mnember for 1\urehison (Mir. Marshall)
should refrain fromi giving credit to men
of this type for heing actuated by a public
spirit. It is regrettable to hear it suggested
that he was to get something out Of it.

Mr. Chesson: You want to live up there
to know What is to be got nut of it.

Mr. Mkarshall interjected.
Air. GIiFFITHS : To hint about any-

one being kicked out of it is on a par with
the usual type of statement made by the
member fur i! urehison in this Chamber.
If an 'ything can. be achieved by the appoint-
Went of a Royal Commission, I will vote
in that direction.

HON. W. fl. JOHNSON (Guildford)
[5.18] : The speeches that have been de-
livered so far indicate that there is need for
someone to evolve a policy that Will lead
to thie comprehensive development of the
North-West and at the same time secure
svnliathetic administration. Past Govern-
ments have attempted to do this. 1 was
associated With one Government that made
an ins)ection of the North-West and en-
deavoured to improve on the then adminis-
tration. Later another Government made a
further inspection, and again tried to im-
prove upon the existing conditions. Not-
withstanding this, we do not seem to be able
to make any, progress. The North-West is
more thinly populated to-day than it was
a few years ago, and that is a reflection
upon the development of that part of the
State. Then again, we find that the stock

[ip North is not increasing in proporLiofis
such as were noted in the earlier stages of
development. That being- so, surely the
time has arrived for something to be done
with the object of iectiring better results
from the huge stretch of country north of
(Jeraldton. It is diicult for a Government
to define a policy for such a huge territory.
A Government's policy is merely formed for
thie three years during which they will be
in control of the affairs of State. A policy
limited to three %-cars is useless for the
North. ]t requires a policy extending over
a long period of years, and wvhen Govern-

ieuts attempt to do somiethinrg along those
lines without the advantage of a defi-
nite comprehensive scheme, little can be
achieved. The results are ,o small that a
succeeding Governmnt can hardly be ex-
pected to take upD the matter seriously.
They adopt the policy laid down by the
previous Government, hut regard the posi-
tion as having been toy' ed with. Then they
lp)covd to don a little inore, with the result
that there is no continuity of p~olicy but the
mnere carrying out of routine work. The
Mlinister for L ands stated that he attended
a conference in Melbourne at which it was
proposed that a Commission should he ap-
pointed to inivestigrate the position regar-d-
ing the northern area of Australia.

The Minister for Lands: And to carry
out improvements.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: But we have
heard nothing more of that proposal. We
have to ask ourselves whether the complosi-
tion of an.) such proposed commission of
inquiry, apart even from the personnel of
it, would be such as would be satisfactory
to Western Australia. It is difficult for us
to get that consideration from the Federal
Government that our isolation really de-
maiids, and if we have a Cominission con-
trolled by the Federal Government on
which wve will have one representative and
Queensland another, there is a grave possi-
hility that the Northern Territory will re-
ceiv-e a good deal of attention, that Queens-
land Will receive a little, and that Western
Australia will get less. I do not think that
is the type of Commission likely' to Provide
any 0overnment or Parliament with an
indication as to howx we couild best develop
the northern Part of our State. I recognise
that the schemne prol-ounded by '.%r. Theo-
dore in Queensland. which was supported
to a certain extent by Senator Pearce-
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The 3linister for Lands: Senator Pearce
did niot support it.

Hon. W. D. JOWNSON : He did not
oppose it. There was niot sufficient between
them to warrant it.

Mr. Latham : But be( did support it.

Hon. W, 1). JOHNSO'N: To an extent, he
did, but hie did not accept the scheme.
However, I do not desire to go into these
finer details. Mr. Theodore's proposal was
to hand over the northern part of our con-
tinent to a special Administration, vested
with powers to develop, borrow funds and
administer the affairs of the northern areas.
If the whole of that territory' were taken
over by' an Administration having the
powers indicated, we could rest content be-
cause our responsibilities would cease and
another authority wvould he constituted to
accept that responsibility. I. do not think.
however, tint that was the proposal con-
sidered by the conference at which the MIin-
ister for Lands was present. That proposal
was more for an investigation to ascertain
what could be dlone. Having- obtained in-
formation by that means, a policy of
development was to he evolved. On the
other hand, the motion before us suggests
the appointment of a Royal Commission of
inquir, .and such proposals are always dilli
Cult to pilot through thre House. If the
lion, member proposing tire motion says too
much reg-arding the matters to he investi-
gated, he is told th it he knows all about it
and that there is io need for such an in-
vestigal ion. We nieard a lot afoing those
lines from the Opposition benches.

M~r. Latham: All Oppositions do that.

Ron. W. D. JOHNSON: The member for
Mt. M1Nargaret (Hon. G1. Taylor) interjected
now and again, "We know that now," in-
dicating that we already- had the informa-
tion that was sought. Then again, if the
lion, member proposing such a motion does
not.outline sufficient to convince the House
that there is something worth while in-
quiring into, again he fails. The member
for Pilbara (MNr. Lamond) introduced suffi-
cient matter into his speech to demonstrate
that there is need for improved methods
of administration in the North-West.
There are a few additional figures that
could hare been given by the hon. member.
The real settlement of the northern areas
has been from a pastoral point of view.

'Mr. Latham: So it is in all new countries.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: The first efforts
in that direction were made in 1870. The-
fact that settlers left thinly populated dis-
tricts in the South and were content to go
into the more remote parts of the -Northi
in that year, is surely sufficient to indicate
that they thought the land to which they
were going was better and more suitable
for their puirposes than the holdings in the
South. Ample land was available in the
South-West in those days and we have
rinly Co consider the enormouis belt of coun-
try now Lunder wheat and carrying- stock.
to lend point to my remarks. That land,
too, was easy of acquisition, yet these
pioneers were content to go out into the
more remote areas. I take it that the ex-
planation was that they knew they were
going to wonderfully good land.

Mfr. Latham: Was it not also because
they realised that the country uip North
was of a more natural type for stock than
the land in the Southi-WestY

Hon. WV. D. JOHNYSON: 'Not necessarily,
because the York gum and jam country is
very suitable for stock. From 1870 to
1890, taking the Upper Gascoyne and the
Murchison districts, for instance, we find
that the flocks increaed as follows:. sheep.
2,500,000; cattle, 130,000 head. Statistics
show that we have not maintained that rate
of increase sin ce .1890. In 1918 we find
that the sheep totalled 2,524,000, and in
1923 only 2,571,000. There were fluctua-
tions and I have taken, 1923 as the peak
year with the largest number of stock.
Although the 1923 figures did not include
the Murchison, taking the IS890 flgures. as
including the Murchison, there were
2,500,000 sheep. One cannot analyse the
fig-ures to ascertain how many were in the
North in those respective years, but the
fact that there was so small an increase
makes it necessary to have an investigation
to find out whether we cannot do better
than we have done in the past. The main
cause for alarm is the decrease of popula-
tion in the North. It is deplorable that in
this country, so rich in many respects, the
actual number of people have decreased in
recent years. According to the records,
this countr 'y has produced gold and min-
erals to the value of £2,449,000; pearls to a
value of £2,100,000 -and pearlshell to the
value of £6,403,000 have been exported,
and in 1924 the wool clip was wortb
£-1.412,000. When thle figures demonstrat(
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the production ci buch an enormous amount
of wealth by a limited number of people,
surely further inv'estigation is justified to
determine whether we have reached the
maximum that can be produced from those
industries alone. Every authority has
stated that we have not reached anything
like the maximum of production. All who
have made an inspection of the country
declare that it is not populated to the ex-
tent it might be, -that none of the industries
is exploited to the extent it might be, and
that nothing like the wealth has been raised
that could be produced if we had a better
system of development and administration.
There is a general desire on the part of
people in other portions of Australia to
acquire pastoral areas. Consider the
enormous expansion on the goldfields north
of Kalgoorlie. Land that a few years ago
was running a few bead of cattle, and
other land that was running nothing but
wild dogs is being fenced in huge areas,
and stock is being sep' t there in trainloads
day by day. Though enormous expansion
has taken place there, we cannot find any
development of the kind occurring in the
North. All the records go to show that
the white race can flourish in the
North-West. A Medical Conference sat in
Melbourne in 1920 -and appointed a sub-
committee to investigate the question of es-
tablishing and maintaining- a vigorous
white population in the northern parts of?
Australia. The committee of experts
declared definitely that it was possible.
They said-

There is no insuperable difficulty in the way
of the permanent occupation of tropical Aus-
tralia by a healthy indigenous white race. A
great national question is involved, but we are
unable to discern any obstacle which cannot
be overceme by earnest and skilful application
of the principles of State-craft.
Thus there is nou difficulty about peopling
the North with, the white race. When we
know it is possible for our people to popu-
late the North and when we bear in mind
,the mineral, pastoral, and other wealth cap-
able of great expansion, surely we should
appoint someone to make a thorough inves-
tigation and tell us, as administrators of the
affairs of Western Australia, the best and
most economical way to tackle the problem.
I had the pleasure on one occasion of travel-
)ing over a fair portion of the North. T did

i)t limit myself to the ports, but had a run
iniland. One spot T visited was Wodgina.

.Aembers niigh ,u; ne seen a reference -to
Wodgina the other day when the Press re-
ported that a man had Mlown there to in-
vestig~ate the mineral deposits. I under-
stand he went to inquire into a discovery of
Lantalite. Wh~en I visited Wodgina I found
quite a number of old prospectors even in
that remote part. 1 cannot say how far it
is inland from Port liedland or Alarble Bar,
but it took us a few days to reach the place.
The old prospectors had been on the field
for six or seven years; and they appeared
to he of the same type as the prospectors on
our Eastern goldfields-just as vigorous and
healthy-looking They -were battling against
grave disabilities, but. they were making a
"do" of it. At the time they were working
mostly on tin. I was shown a deposit of
tantalite for the working of which a Sydney
syndicate had erected a plant, and those
people seemed to be making a success of it.
Although that wvas some years ago, it ap-
pears that the product from Wodgina. has
not increased -but 'that the field has become
somewhat stagnant. When we find all white
men working in such remote parts, we can
be satisfied that there is no difficulty in
developing this counllry with the white race.
During my trip it was very interesting to
hear representations made at the various
seaports that only 'with black labour could
the North be populated and worked. At the
ports there were boats calling regularly; ice
was distributed from the boats; fresh vege-
tables were available at regular intervals,
and alt. the comforts of civilisation were pro-
vided for the people, and ydt they were the
ones who talked about black labour, while
at Wodgina and Marble Bar and on the min-
ing fields all the work was being done by
white men, and the visitor heard no sugges-
tion that coloured labour should be em-
p)loyed. Some years before tha4 may work as
a carpenter led me to take a contract at
Onslow, and while there I bad an oppor-
tunity to see a fair belt of the pastoral coun-
'try. That occurred in one of the years of
heavy rainfall when feed was abundant, and
I saw the country under the most favour-
able conditions. It is well worth seeing
under suich conditions. When we started the
contract I obtained the metal for concrete
out of the bed of the Ashburton River-the
river was quite dry-but before I had fin-
isted the contract, the water was 4Oft. deep,
rushing downstream in a raging torrent.
When we arrived at Onslow there was little
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or no gras available, though there was any
quantity of top feed, but before we left wve
had to cut a track through the grass that had
grown in order to get to the river for an
evening dip. To walk through that gruab
was just like walking through a crop of
wheat in the eastern wvheat belt. It reached
up to the shoulders and extended as far as
the eye could sce-an enormous growth of
luxuriant feed. Having seen the country
under such favourable conditions, I was able
to appreciate its wonderful possibilities. I
realise that rainfall is necessary to give such
results, but the country has a wvonderful
carrying capacity between rains. It is ex-
traurdiuai-y how, it will maintain stock dur-
ing dry spells, due to the abundant supply
of top feed. I do not agree with the mem-
ber for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) in his state-
,int that the utilisation of the land of the
North-West is governed by its proximity to
the rivers. In the greater part of the North
it is possible to get water without relying
upon the pools in the rivers. True, some
people rely upon the pools, but that is only
lbecaluse they can maintain sufficient stock
for their own requirements and mike ill a
profitable proposition by keeping the stock
close to the pools. Such people have too
much land. I was working on the Mlinderoo
estate, which comprised a considerable area,
the greater portion of which wvas never used
at all. There was no need to use it because
sufficient stock could be carried on the land
adjacent to the river frontages. As the river
ran p~ractical]lv thr,uwl, the holding, it wia;
p~ossible to carry a fair number of stock on
the land contigulous to the river. Bot it does
not follow that the remaining portion of the
holding could not lie stocked. It would lie
possible to get water by sinking, but there is
no inducement for the holders of the land to
do it. They have more land thani they can
possiIbly develop. Therefore thcy simply de-
velop what is convenient and easy, and they
get a big return from Ithe use of a limited
area. I am convinced that on quite a num-
her of strtions an increased number of stock
could be carried if the areas were so divided
that only the land which cold he mi ed were
controlled by the companies or individuals
holding the lease. The main need for a
Roy' al Commnis~ion is to investigate the ques-
tion of tenure and the use to which the land
is beinsr putt. Doubtless much harm was
done to the country by the omendine Act
of 1917 which extended the tenure of
Pastoral leases from 1028 to 1948.

The Bill was opposed at the time, but it
would have been more vigorously opposed
had we all realised the effect it was going
to have. We thought the Bill would limit
the holdings to 1,000,000 acres. but we find
that that is not so, that actually larger areas
are now held and that those in possession
of them have been able to get round the
Act. Had Parliament at the time thought
that this possibility could arise, the Bill
would have been more vigorously opposed.
The Government of the day, with the sup-
port of the Legislative Council, were able
to get through the measure which has since
done such a lot of hams. When we find
the Act operating in the way experience has
shown, and that since then the population
of the North-West bus decreased, we must
admit that the time has arrived wben we
should have the matter reviewed. We do
not want to attempt to do anything in the
shape of repudiation, but whilst we have
a responsibility to the lessees, surely we also
have a bigger responsibility to Western Aus-
tralia, and in fact to Australia, on finding
that an Act of Parliament has had a result
that Parliament never anticipated would fol-
low. Consequently there is nothing wrong
in asking that the matter should be reviewed,
in the hope of learning whether we can get
a better result than is being experienced
to-day. Authorities state that the holdings
are too large, and therefore it would be
better if we could get smaller holdings and
soa increase development and the number of
stock being carried per acre.

Mr. Latham: Do you think a Royal Coin-
mission will help us to overcome that difll.
eultv'I

lion. W. D. JOHNSON: A Royal Comn-
n,qson could 2o into the question and see
whether there were means by which the
matter could be adjusted.

Mr. Latham: We could do more liv an
Act of Parliament.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: It is a respon-
sibilit 'v that no Government should be called
upon to undertake, without first having it
closely investigated. If the Commission found
that the large holdings were responsible for
the retrogression, they might be able to
;isdieatt to Parlinment means bi' which the
difficulty could be overcome. Tt is quite
worth while appointing a Royal Commission
to go into that question because Parliament
was misled and did not for a moment antici-
Pate what has since happened. The main
basis upon which that Act was justified to
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Parliament was that, by extending the leases
to 1948, there would follow increased devel-
opulent and increased population. If hon.
members were to read the speeches that were
made at the time, they wou~d find that the
whole matter was bused on the contention
that we were not progressing on account of
the fact that the pastoral lessees were fear-
ftul that in 1928 they would lose the whole
of their improvements. It was also stated
that if the pastoralists got an assurance that
their leases would be extended, they would
carry out further improvements and would
indeed lie encouragLed to spend money in
many other directions such as augmenting
water supplies, fencing, etc., and that) as
a natural corollary, there would be an in-
crease in the population. All this has not
taken place. The Act has been long enough
in operation now to enable us to form a
definite opinion. A Commission could ob-
tain reliable dlata and could report to Par-
liament as to how the matter might be reme-
died, and then legislation could be intro-
duced.

Hon. Sir James MXitchell: The wnining
population has also gone down.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: We have lost
population all round. It may also be that
the decrease is due to mining. That only
goes to show that an investigation in needed.
There should not have been a decrease in
the mining population. We have an enor-
mous belt of auriferous country in the North-
West and it is all available to prospectors.
I remember landing- on one occasion at Whim
Creek and traversing- a belt of auriferous
country running to Marble Bar. I was told
that the belt existed from Balla Balla ou
the coast to Nullagine, and that the fmw
leople that had crossed that part of the
country could not even convey an idea of
its value. Therefore, from the mining as
well as from the pastoral point of view,
there must be unlimited opportunities in that
vart of the State. Whilst it is claimned
that the operation of the 1917 4ct in regard
to the c~itension of leases has had the effect
on the pastoral industry that we know about.
it is hard to uinderstand why the North-
West, from the mining point of view, should
be depressed. Unless something is done in
the way of getting a definite and defined
policy for the development of that part of
the State, we will have a chartered company,
or someone else, coming along, trying to
foist land grant propositions upon us. We

do not want that kind of thing, but if we
do not start to do something for ourselves,
that danger exists, W'\e also have the diffi-
culty relating, to the constant advocacy of
the introduction of coloured labour. We
know what Mr. Barwell wanted to do in
certain parts of Australia where he claimed
coloured labour could be employed with
safety, and that that kind of population was
desirable for country similar to that which
we have now under review. 'Mr. Barwell got
a certain amount of support, hut fortunately
Luatralia did not endorse his proposals.
This only goes to show that period after
period pieopl~e conmc forward wvith proposals
of that description because nothing else is
dlone. Unless we actually do something, we
run the risk of! allowing our policy of dc-
velopment to slit) through ouir lin.-ers, It
is said that Royal Commissions do no good.
1 suppose that is so. I have been on one or
two that have not d]one much good. As to
whether the one now suggested will prove
of service to the country, is a. matter. for
Parliament to decide when its report, if the
Commission be appointed, is presented. I
recognise that everything depends onl the
personnel of the Commission. We mulst;
have on it men capable of going, into these
big qulestions and able to investigate them
thoroughly, and then submit something con-
crete upon which it will be possible for tMe
Government to frame a policy that not only
the Government of the day, but subsequent'
Governments will he able to put into effect
ini order to bring about results. I realise
that there is opposition to the appointment
of Royal Commissions, but in this ease can
anyone Show us6 any other way of dloing
something in the matter. The mew-
her for Wagin (Mr. Stubbs) sugr-
g~ested. that members of Parliament
should make an investigation. Some of us
hanve worked there, and some of us have
visited thie North-West. but I do not know
that wv hove got any further. Memnbers of
Parliament can visit a place and talk, but
it would he difficutlt for them, in such a case,
to preppare a policy of development. More-
over, members of Paqrliament would not have-
thie same opl)ortunitvy as wvould the memibers
of a Roy' al Commissiont to carry on an in-
vestigation. We must have a Royal Com-
mission to do a. job of this description, be-
cause such a Commission would be vested
with powers that members of Parliament
do not possess. There will be a great deal of
work to be done that can only he carried out
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by someone possessed of proper authority.
Therefore I think the House should support
the mnotion moved by the member for Pul-
bara.

THE PREMIER (Hot. P. Collier-Boo]-
der) 16.0]: Every member of the House
would be willing to rendler the utmost pos-
sible assistance to any proposal calculated
to benefit the Northi-West. But we must
confess that our experience of Royal Commis-
sions has been such as to convince us that
they are not, as a rule, fruitful of much
good. First of all there would be con-
siderahle difficulty in selecting the personnel
of itRoyal Commission to inquire into the
troubles of the North; and after a long and
perhaps expensive inquiry we should find
the position to be just as we have found it
for many years pas;t. My limited knowledge
of the North-West and limited opportunities
to study tbe situation convince me that the
development of that part of the State is
almost entirely a question of finance. (Aoy-
eruments. past and present have had and
have sufficient knowledge already to enable
themn to do tucth in the development of that
portion of the State, if only funds ;;cre
available. Unfortunately, a sum of money
that would go far in developing a section
of tile southern part of the State,. in such
manner as would result in largely increased
wealth production, would not go very far in
the North. Whilst we may he able to do
much more than we have done in the past
alongr the lines indicated by the member for
Guildforrl (B-lon. W. D. Johnson), I am con-
vinced that it is the duty and responsibility
of the Common wealIth Parliament to aidl in
the development of our North. There can-
not he any' question about that.

Hon. Sir- James Mlitchell: You would not
hand it over to them?

The PUE'MIER: Certainly not. But the
Comniumnveal lb mnight well aid financiall v
and otherwise, without our handing- the terri-
tory over to them.

Mfr. T~athnm: There is a possibility of
that uinder this new scheme, is there not?

The PREMIER: I do not know what
may conme of the proposals now in hand.

Hon. Sir .Jamrs M1itchell: If they were
to hand over to us the control of the tariff
for 25 vear-s we could do soniething in the
N orth.

The PREMIER : But that is entirely
out of the question.

.\r. ',laley: if we had the cash we would
soon develop the North.

The PREMIIER: That is quite right, but
we require miioas of pounds for the pur-
pose.

Mr. Latham: And we wvant tue people.
The PRl EMIER : We require many mil-

lions of pounds to carry out developmna
work that will wake the North sufficiently
attractive for people to go there and remain
there. Turning to the experience of Aus-
tralia, we find that in what were once the
outback districts of New South Wales and
9Queensland, development and progress have
heen effected only hy the construction of
railways. First of all it is essential that
railway communication shO~Lad be extended
to the North-West of this State. That, of
course,! would cost millions of pounds and
is entirely beyond the rower of the State
Government. But once 'we could make that
territory accessible by railway communica-
tion, we should overcome the g reat harrier
to settlement. It is, of course, almost im-
possible to populate to any great extent any
portion of the State where the disadvant-
ages of domestic and social life are very
great, where the womten folk are not able
to live with their husbands and rear their
families.

Mr. Stubbs: There are pleifty of families
uip North; big ones, too.

The PREMIER: Yes, I know, but mainly
along the coast and, after all, the develop-
ment of the 'North-West does not depend
on its coast. The handicaps of domestic
life inland so far away from communica-
tion constitute a very great drawback.
When by railway commiunication the outer
world can he reached in a comparatively
short time, it gives the people that sense
of security that allows them to go and
settle in the outer districts. Since in
recent years the Commonwealth Govern-
meat have seemed to realist the importance
of doing something for the North-West of
Western Australia, I do think wve ought as
a Parliament and a peo-le to keep on
pressing- upon the Federal Parliament the
responsibility which is theirs in regard to
this part of the continent. We ought tc
have their co-operation.

Mr. Stubl-s: 'We do not want to band the
"North over to them.

The PREITER: I do not think any of
us at this stage is in a position to pro-
nounce with any degree of confidence as
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to the IX:C mnethod by which co-operation
might be brought about, but I do say the
Commonwealth has,. a financial responsi-
bility in respect of this portion of its terri-
tory.

Hon. Sir James Mitchell: If they would
give us back some of the revenue they col-
lect here from Customs and Excise, we
could do something about the North.

The PREMIER: Yes, of course. The
task is altogether beyond us as a State
with a limited population.

H on. Sir James Mitchell: We only want
our own money back from them.

The PREMdIR : It is quite a natural
thing that we should first give our at ten-
tion to developing that portion of our State
which is most easy of access and which
will give a quick return. The task is alto-
gether beyond us to carry on the develop-
ment of the southern part of the State and
at the same time find sufficient funds to
give attention to the development of the
North. After all, it is largely a question
of population. As the pressure of popiila-
tion increases, so gradually and naturally
the people go out and further out. Unless
exceptional facilities and inducements are
offered, we are not likely to get people to
go to the North-West whilst they can make
a competence for themselves in the South-
West. The principal industry in the North
must remain that of stock-raising. Therc-
fore it seems to tee that one of the essen-
tial things to be done is to endeavour to
have the size of the pastoral holdings re-
duced. I understand there is in the North
a considerable area of good stock ra:.sing
country yet available for occupation. I.
have no doubt the best portion of it, the
most easily accessible, has alre-ady been
taken up, but it certainly seems that thc
extension of the pastoral leases, and the
large areas that are held, militate against
the development of that port of the State.

3Mr. Stubbs: One big pastoralist told me
the other day that he was quite willing to
give up his lease to the Government in re-
turn for compensation to the extent of the
money expended on improvements.

The PREMIER: An inquiry might result
in something being done in that way,
Whereas the forfeiture or repudiation of
the leases could not be entertained for a
momenL- An understanding might he
reached with the pastoral holders that
would enable the areas to be reduced and

so carry in the aggregate a much larger
population than they do to-day. There
again we have to remember that markets
come into consideration. For the past two
or three years the stock raisers of Aus-
ralia have not done very well; as a matter
of fact the Federal Government have had
to furnish a bonus to enable them to carry
on.

Hon. W. D. Johuson: Not for sheep.
The PREMAIER: It is a bonus on meat

for export, and I think it applies to sheep
also, although principally to bullocks. The
bonus amounts to 3/8d. per lb. In any
scheme for developing the North along the
lines of cattle raising- for beef export, we
have to contend with the very serious com-
petition of the Argentine.

Eon. W. D. Johnson : But a very big
portion of it is sheep country.

The PREMIER: Of course there is a
big area of sheep country.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Once you get closer
settlement it will all become sheep country.

The PREMIER: If that Could be done it
would be a much safer proposition, for the
difficulty in respect of meat is that of
markets. We are at a great disadvantage
in competition with the Argentine, whose
producers are only 19 days from the Lon-
don market and have an all the year round
production, with a regular line of steamers,
and moreover are able to place on the Lon-
don market chilled meat as against our
frozen meat. So muceh has the Argentine
chilled meat ousted the Australian frozen
meat fromi the London market, that we have
bad to dispose of our output on the Con-
tinent. From talks and conversations I
had in London, I am convinced 'that the
Argentine is capable of an immensely
greater production than it has yet reached.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We need not worry
about their competition in sheep.

The PREMIER ; What has hurt the
meat export trade of Australia in recent
years has been the production from South
America. That is why we have had meat
works in Queensland and other States
closed down. We cannot compete with the
South American prics, because of the dis-
tance we are away from the u-arket and
the fact that we are forced to patt frozen
meat into competition with chilled meat.

lion. W. 1). Johnson: The country north
of Ralgoorlie was all cattle country a few
years ago, whereas to-day it ip all sheep.
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As closer ,ettlemaent spreads, the sheep in-
crease and the cattle decrease.

The PREMIER: A complete transforma-
tion has taken place in the outer golddields
country. However, I am not in a position
to express an opinion as to how far the
North-West could be changed in that dire-
tion.

Hon. Sir James -Mitchell: The cattle coun-
try could not be changed.

The PREMIER: Yet I dnresayahat a very
large area could be made to grow sheep. In
any event, any serious move to open up the
North comprehensively necessarily involves
the expenditure of a very large sum of
money.

Mr. Stubbs: It cannot be done by a Royal
Commission.

The PREMI.ER*: I do not say that a
Royal Commission woul(] not. be of some
value, hut we would get back to the prob-
lem that confronts us in respect of so many
questions, namely, the financial power to do
even that which we know ought to be done
if only we could find the money for it. That
is the position in respect of the North. I
do not wish to oppose the motion, for I
think all members ought to do all that they
can to help the North-West. Bat I do not
know that by appointing a Royal Commis.
sion we shall get very far.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: If you were to
limit it to an investigation of the pastoral
leases, and see if we cannot get them put
upon a reduced basis?

The PREMIIER: That might be done. But
in the end the Commonwealth Government
must recognise that they have responsibili-
ties in our North just as they have in the
Northern Territory, where so very much
Commonwealth money has been expended.
The sooner the Federal Parliament realises
its responsibilities in that direction, the bet-
ter for Australia and for this State in par-
ticular.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. LATHA4M (York) [7.30]) I do
not oppose the motion, but I think the Pre-
mier has struck the ke 'ynote of the situation
when he says he does not think there is any
great necessity for the appointment of a
Royal Commission. He knows as well as
past Treasurers what is required for the
North-West. What we want is money and
people. If we had the money for the de-

velopinent of the North-West, and the peo-
pie to maintain the work that is carried out
there, we should be able to do something in
the desired direction. The member for
Guildford (Hon. W. D. Johnson) told us
plainly that we should ger people to go up
there. Hei lived ithere for a little while, but
was shrewd enough not to stay there. It is
a hard place to live in. The social condi-
tions are not encouraging, and the climate
is not all that could be desired. I have had
experience of hat climates, and am glad to
be out of them.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I do not know that
it is much worse there than on the eastern
goldfields.

Mr. LATHAM3: The summer is hotter and
longer. I do not know that we get any re-
sults from Royal Commissions. I have care-
fully examined the records of the House,
and I find that onlyv on rare occasions have
wve had any results from such a body. The
member for Guildford has to-night advo-
cated the appointment of this Royal Com-
mission. I suppose our ideas become sea-
soned with 'age, for in 11116 he held a differ-
ent view. He said then it seemed to him
we were going to have Government by Royal
Commission and board of inquiry. In order
to get something definite as to their inten-
tions regarding the industries of the State
we would have to wait until the repodlts of
those boards and commissions have been
made available. He also said it was an old
game, that of submitting things to commis-
sions and boards. As soon as they came ut)
against any difficulties-he was referring to
the then Government-instead of facing
them and taking the responsibility of them,
they delayed and marked time by submit-
ting ithe proposal to a Royal Commission.

Hon. W. D. Johnson : That was the
silliest proposition ever submitted to Par-
liamnent.

Mr. LATHAM: When propositions do
not emanate from ourselves they are apt to
be regarded as stupid and silly. I am not
charging the Government with attempting to
do this. I think they know what is required.
Royal Comm issions do not get us anywhere.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: In what other way
should wre get the information?

The Minister for Mines: What is your
objection?1

Mr. LATHAM: I do not want the peo-
ple's money wasted. The Treasurer is al-
ready in possession of a great deal of
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iniformiation. -No doubt the Minister for
Lands knows what is required there.

'the Minister for Lands: I do not.
rLATHAIt: F'njsibly he would be able

to ascertain this fromn the records in the
Lands Depavment.

The .tinister for Lands. The Under See-
retary put up na proposition that the Sur-
veyor Gieneral should go up and find out
what was there.

Rt. 1LATliAM: There is no objection to
Lhat. le is Ipaid to ad~ise the Minister.

lion. IV. D. Johnson: Why not have somec-
one to do the lot?

Mr. LATHIAM: Whom should we select?
Would it be a political commission, such as
the Group Settlement Comimission? Would
it have 'the same result as the Group Settle-
wuent Commission '

The Minister for Lands: 'Was there any-
thing wrong with the Group. Settlement
commissionq

Mr. LATHAMl - It was a waste of the
people's money. There has been no tan-
gible resulit from the appointment of that
commission.

The Minister for Lands: There have been
some results. The settlers were objec-ting to
piecework, 'and now they are nil anxious for

-it aince the Rloyal- Comnmission was ap-
pointed.
- Mr. LATHfAM: Is the Minister serious
in thntl

The Minister for Lands: I an serious.
M~r. LATHAM: Soine of the men were

going onl to piecework before the Commis-
sion took any evidence.

The Minister for Lands: Sonic of thein
objected to signing the paper, and We Could
not put themi onl to it until they didi.

Mr. LATHAM: if that was the only good
achieved by' the Commission, it wonld be ad-
visable for the Minister not to say too much
about it. if it took, a Royal Commission to
iaduce the settlers to sign at certain paper,
it was n waste of the people's money.

The Mainister for Mines: Why dlid You
nut resent it at the time!

Mr. LATHAM: I said the same thing in
the House some time ago.

The Premier: Why take part in a money-
wasting business!

Afr. LATHIAM: There Were possibly some
ether reasons besides the monetary consid-
eration.

The Minister for Mines: When you did
not take it on with an ol4r' -uind?

Mr. LATH1AM: Yes I did, and my re-
port was an open one. We do not get good
results fromi Royal Commissions. There
are many departmental officers who could
advise the MAinister as to what should be
done in the interests of the North-West.
We should avail ourselves of that expert
advice, for which the State would he pay-
ing. We have had a report presented to us
by Mr. A. Despeissis, written in 1921, This
deals fully with the North-West from the
agricultural point of view. Mr. IV. R.
Easton also presented a report to Mfr. Cole-
batch in 1.92 1, dealing with the Kimberleys.
It seems a waste of money to have officers
making extensive reports, showing the clim-
atic conditions, the nature of the soil, the
mineral wealth, the water supplies, the
timber, etc., %vhen we seem to set so little
store by them.

Hon. W. 1D. Johnson: What we want is
the policy of the Government.

mr. LATF1AA: That is an insult to the
Oovernment. Surely they have a policy. I
have heard it said before that we want a
Royal Commission to define the policy re-
garding the Noith-West on behalf of the
Government, and to set out the systems of
administration. Surely our departmental
offlcers can do that. If nut, let uis appoint
anl officer who can do so, and let us make
[lie appointment a permanent one.

Mr. A. Wanshroiigh: I'lare you someone
in view

Mr. IA'f1]AM : That is a9 Government
f.unction.

Rion. Sir James Mitchell: It would be
dlifficult for himi to -give satisfaction.

Mr. LATHAM: Probably he would not
satisy everybody. A. little wifle ago a
Commissioner for the 'North-West was ap-
pointed to assist in the development of that
part of the State. I do not know that any
tangible results have accrued from that.

Air. Coverley: We have never seen any
proposal pitt up by himi.

Air. LATHAM: Sometimes we are blind
when we ought to have our eyes open. The
main trouble is that the seat of government
is far rem oved from the North-West. We
have a hig territory to develop, very little
money with which to do0 it, and very few
people who can do the work. Until we
settle the South-West portion of the State
and have a surplus population to take oil
the North-West, I do not see what more we
can do. That part of the State does not
lend itself readily to' settlement.
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M1r. Coverley: Don't talk rubbish.
M1r. LATHAM: The hon. member may

call anything rubbish. We cannot get people
to lire in that climate when we have better
clituntes in the South-West, and more con-
genial conditions. TIhe hon. member should
take a trip to the South-West. While this
part of the State still requires to be de-
%-eloped, we cannot expect to dto better with
the North-West. Possibly vre could get
assistance from the Commonwealth. From
the defence point of view it would be their
duty to give it,.

Mr. Heron: You must have a scheme to
put1 up before you ask for assistance,

3Mr. LATHAM1: There ate schemes already
prepared. One was put tip recently which
secured assistance from the Commonwealth
Treasurer to the extent of £450,000 for
Western Avraaa for one year . -with a
;jossibilitv oif further extensions after a
eonfterence.

The Mlinister for Lands: We have not
g-ot that yet. Why do you suggest the State
has- g.ot it?

Mr. LATHAM: We have the promise.
If the Minister muakes a promise I rely upon
it. Surelyv we can credit others with a little
honesty. We know that the mnoiey will be
available as soon as it is possible to pay it
over.

Hoin. W. D. Johnson: How do you know
that?

'Mr. LATHAMI: We have had the word
of a man that even the hon. member knows
he can rely upon.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: He has no au-
thority to say that. Why did not the
Primie \Alinister write, and inform the Pre-
mier of it instead of doing it through the
Press?

Mr. LATIJAMi : I have not had access to
the confidential documents of the Federal
Treasurer's office. The Disabilities Commi-
sion recommended that this money should be
paid after a ease had been submitted by the
State. 'We know that the report was a
favourable one. I am sure the Federal
Treasurer will honoutr the promise that has
been made- The public have the infornma-
tion regarding this, if the member for Guild-
ford has not. I am sure the assistance will
he given and that it wilt he followed by
further assistance, subject to the conference.
No doih-t we could pitt up a ease for assist-
ance for the NYorth-West. It is a question
we ough-t to go into as to whether we should
hand over that territory to the Common-

wealth. I do 11oL think it would be any
better governed by Canberra than it would
be governed by Perth. Judging by the ex-
perience of the Northern Territory I think
we could adminis-ter affairs in the North-
West as well as the Federal Government
could.

Mr. Coverley: We agree with you there,
.r. LATH.AM: We are not going to give

i1way that j:ortioa of the country without
knowing that better conditions will be pro-
vided than we can now give. Let us help the
North-West i f we can, bu t i t is not to he ex -
pected that public money should be expended
in all sorts of directions without the pros-
pect of a return. I1 agree with the member
for Guildfford (Hon. WV. 1). Johnson) that
the mover of such a motion as this should
not air too intich knowledge of the subject.
However, dulring the few years that I have
been here, there have not been any great
suggestions as to helping the North. Rail-
ways are useless unless the peopie use the
lands adjoining the railways, and tbe popu-
lation of the North is decreasing. That of
the Northern Territory has decreased very
materially. Provision must be made to keep
the people in the North. Widhout popula-
tion expenditure is useless, The people on
the spot should he encouraged to utilise the
natural resources. in that way the present
difficulty will he overcome. Undoubtedly
our North is a fine country, capable of pro-
ducing millions of wealth annually;, but 1 do
not think any Royal Commission 'will he able
to advise in the manner desire-d by the
mover.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [7.471: The mover is to be com-
mended for showing a keen interest in the
North and for suggesting the development
of that great territory. The speceches of
N.\ortherni nienibers have beeni interesting.
Probably no suggestion of a definite charac-
ter is possible even for the people in the
North. The Premier is right in saying that
this matter is one for men with money.
Taking the first part of the motion, as to
the question of development, we come to the
lpersonal equation of the pastoral lands and
tie carrying of more stock, and better stock,
and the marketing of the stock when grown.
I do not know that we shall be able to do
niuch more on the squatting side.

Mr". MNarshall: A great deal more could he
done on the squatting side. There are huge

aesof land still avaiiable.
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lion. Sir JAMES M1ITCHELL: I mean
on the laud now occupied. No doubt ex-
isting holdings can be improved, and by
means of better stud stock the existing stock
can he improved. The sheep man is having
a good time, and not much can be done for
him. It is different with the cattle man,
who has had difficult seasons and low prices.
The establishment of the Wyndham Meat
Works was expected to bring about improve-
ment in the quality of the cattle and increase
in their number, but the price of cattle
has been so low that the breeding of them
has not been a highly attractive proposition.
The Wyndham Meat Works are used at less
than half their capacity, and the State is
losing interest on them. 'True, we get a
quarter of a million annually from the meat
exporters, which is of considerable advan-
tage to the State; but the works have not
been largely utilised, owing to the want of
favourable markets. Dloubtless that position
will improve. I doubt wvhether fromt the
aspect of squatting the appointment of a
Royal Conmnission would be justified. 'Min-
ing is another matter, but it is hard to be-
lieve that a single Royal Commissioner will
he able to deal with mining as well as all the
other industries. Many people, however,
are looking for openings in the way of gold
mining.

Mr. Lamiond: One Commissioner made
very important recommendations last year-
Mr. Kingley Thomas.

Hon. Sir JAMElS 'MITCHELL: Ye;, hut
I do not know that anything has resulted.
Mlany Royal Commissions have made su-
gestions, but I ato not aware that anything
much has resulted from them.

MrIt. Marshall: We could not expect much
to result immediately from Kingsley
Thomas's report, seeing that all the big
shareholders of the mines are resident in
London.

H-on. Sir JAM2%ES MITCHELL: The hon.
member seenms to helieve that the only val-
uable recommendation was that for amalga-
mation of companies, improved machinery,
and so forth.

Mr. M1arshall: N\othing of the kind.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: On the
mining aspect probably some real good
would result from close investigation. The
Premier knows that the rainfall of our North
is much lighter than that of tropical Queens-
land.

Mr. Angelo: The rainfall of our North
goes uip to 63 inches.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHiELL: Yes, at
Camuden H1arbour, but that is the wettest
spot. Even there I do not know that it
would be possible to employ men all the
year round in agriculture. Twenty-five
inches of rain falling in a few months may
be enough to grow cotton. My belief is that
irrigation will play a great part in the agri-
cultural development, of the North. Irriga-
tion propositions abound there, and prob-
ably inquiry into the possibilities of irri-
gation and its cost would result in some
good. An irrigation engineer would he
needed for that purpose. In Egypt irriga-
tion is entirely responsible for the support
of 14 million people on 12,000 square miles.
Many of them have grown wealthy through
irrigation. Irrigation is essential to the
agricultural development of our North be-
cause employment all the year round is es-
sential. We should want another Commis-
sioner to advise uts how to convert the un-
doubted wvealtb of the sea on our Yuorthern
coast into coin of the realm. From the as-
pect of defence it is suflicient to say that
we can have no people without defence.
When we speak of the undefended North,
we should also think of the undefended
South. Australia is practically defenceless,
with six million people scattered over a huge
continent. There arm possibilitiel
of oil being found in our North-WeTst,
if it is found anywhere in Australia.
lBeio'a we ap point a1 Royal Commission wVe
want to know What the Ccrmunission is to do
for us. The P remnier rightly says that he
"ill t nt to know where the money is to
(owne front. As lie states, considerable sums
of money are neceded in the south of this
Slate. I ato also with the Premier in his
sitatemnent that we should retain Al our ter-
ritory, and should not even consider the sur-
vnder or thme 'North to the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth have the Northern Ter-
ritory, and] have done very little with it. I
have ascertained that it costs Australia £120
annually for every mati, woman, and child
in the Northern Territory. It is true that
South Ausfralia, in handing- over the 'North-
ent Territory to the Commonwealth, handed
Over the responsimility' to the whole of Aus-
tralia, including WXestern Australia. At all
event.,. it would be had for Western Austin-
li. if our North were handed over to the
('ommonwealth to be treated as the Northern
Territory has been. I am entirely against
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any such proposal. Let me point out tbat
the Northern Territory is represented in the
Federal House by one voteless member,
whilst our 'North is repres-ented here by four
memiberA who vote as well as speak. So our
North is well represented in the State Par-
liament. The four Northern members are
invariably most active in this Chamber, and
always endeavour to convince the House that
the 'North has suffered g.rave injustice.

The Premier; For the last fortnight the
N\orthern members have had the debate to
themselves.

Hon. Sir JAMES .1UT OJELL: Since the
Premier came to this House and since I came
to this IHouse we have listened to hardly
anything except the needs and wrongs of
the North. I do not know that in my 20
years here any proposal for the benefit of
the North has not been seriously considered
by the Chamber, and I do not tall to mind
that any such proposal has been turned
down. In that respect no other part of
W\estern Australia has been so fortunate. Be-
fore appointing the suggested Royal Comn-
mission the Premier must know what it is
wanted for, and what he is to do with its
report when he gets it. The question, as the
Premier has said, is largely an Australin
question. I1 fail to see that the Federal Gov-
ernmiient shonld collect mnore by way of tax-
ation than they need for their special pur-
loses and then return the balance to the
States. I am entirely against any such sys-
temn. It is true that the Federal Govern-
nient haive reduwed their taxation, hut it
would be a much better thing for West-
ern Australia if they reduced it to the ex-
tent of enabling us to meet our urgent
needs. The Mfinister for Works is getting
a grant for road making from the Federal
®lovernmient, but it is subject to conditions.
All the gr-ants are subject to so many con-
ditions. T do not like that idea. if the
Federal flovernment were to distribute
mioney on an area basis, we would not have
much to object to because we would get
more than our share seeing that we possess
one-third of the Continent. When the money
it distributed on a population basis, how-
ever, we do no better than we would if the
Federal Government were to reduce their
taxation to mneet their hare necessities, leav-
in?.1 us to impose taxation to meet our re-
qiuirpments. We should consider very care-
fully before we think of handing over any
part of our territory to the Federal an-
thorities. Juist at present they, seem to be

inclined to helIp, and a suggestion has been.
made that a Commission should be ap-
poin ted. I understand the idea is that it
shall be outside parliamentary control. I
do noa know that Australia would agree to
that proposition. I think this Parliament
should bare some say seeing that the tax-
payers will be responsible. When it comes
to a question of administration, I have al-
ready pointed out that four parliamentary
representatives are in this Chamber. We
have Ministers and the people come here to
do their business. All the financial arrange-
ments necessary are made here and the
business of the North is transac ted here as
well. If the North is handed over to the
control of others, the Federal people are
likely to set up another centre in Aus-
tralia. I do not know that the North will re-
ceive better treatment from Mfelbourne than
from a centre nearer to themn such as Perth.
I do not see how such a proposal would bene-
fit the plel of the North from the stand-
point of administration. Certainly they
could not get more sympathetic administra-
tion than they get from this Parliament, no
matter what they may do. It is unthinkable
that with such a small population the North
cold set uip another Governmnent with all
the necessary paraphernalia such as courts
and other institutions. It could not be done.
I doubt whether such a proposal would im-
pirove. the position of the North fromt the
standpoint of administration at all. I have
lheen in P'arlianwit for a long timie and I do
not know that F hare heard it suggecsted
that anything better could be dlone. The
people of the North are restless and want
something to be done. That is a very good
thing. The members representing the North
are also restless and are pressing for some-
thing to be done. That, too, is good. So,
it is with Parliament. The question is,
what shall we do with the limited popula-
tion and funds at our disposal9

Mr. Coverley: You did not find it hard
to float a loan when you wanted to develop
the South-West

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: We had
a definite policy to do something that the
Empire wanted. Undoubtedly we could
get money, hut the member for Kimberley
('.%r. Coverley) should realise that a great
proportion of the tropical lands of th.-
earth arc already uinder the control of
GTreat Britain. One-quarter of the earth's
surface is controlled by the British nation
and a fair proportion of that is tropical
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e ountrY. The tropical requirements of the
nation, apart, perhaps, from cotton, are
wore ur less limited. Since Britain drawr-
upon all parts of the world for her require-
nments, it is difficult to see how she could
distribute orders to assist in the develop-
ment of our inorthern parts to any great
extent. When I first assumed office in 1919
I aked the Agent General to get the Im-
perial Government to suggest what we
could do to supply the needs of Great
Britain. I pointed out our possibilities re-
garding agriculture, the pastoral industry
and the mining industry, and asked what
we could supply. I realised, however, that
stp much of the Empire's lands were repre-
sented by tropical areas. I do not know
just what is in the Premier's mind as to
what oug-ht to be done.

The Premier: I am a bit puzzled to know
what to do with the whole thing.

Hont. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I do not
know where he will turn for the man
suitable to make such an inquiry. It can-
not be a mining man, who would be
possessed of sufficient knowledge to deal
with tropical agriculture, irrigation, pas-
toral matters and the industries of the sea.
The best thing to do would be to get a man
with a judicial mind who would be able to
call evidence from all classes of people,
and that woluld he a pretty expensive Com-
mission to undertake. If we were prepared
to embark upon tropical agiculture on an
extensive scale, we would need the services
of a capable irrigation engineer, particu-
ladly on account of our rainfall. The
Premier would have to provide considerable
minis of money, and lie would have to
secure the right type of people for the
climate. The trouble is that Australia has
too much country and too few people.
There are wonderful opportunities on the
coastal frin~ges where the climate is good.
There is, too, a decided inclination on the
part of people to settle around the financial
centres, such as Melbourne, Sydney, Bris-
bane, Adelaide and Perth. This questiou
is rendered the more difficult becaise of
that fact. While I have no intention of
opposing t-he Appointment of the Coimmis-
sion of inquiry, I could wish that the
motion had been worded differently so ats
to give some indication of what the Houlse
desiredl the fl1overnmcnt to do. The very*
wording of the motion shows the confusion
that is in the minds. of hon. members. I

Ihope the Premier will not appoint a Com-
missioner until lie gets the right man, !ai
having got him I hope he will provide that
individual with something definite to in-
qjuire into. I hope he will see to it that the
Royal Commissioner is asked to make;
recommendations for the development of
the North in such a way that the develop-
ment will increase the population there
very considerably. If we were to multiply
the people on the stationis by ten, we would
still have a limited number of people there.
Mining has decreased and the people have
go ne. The use of niotor cars means that
one man can now do the work that neces-
sitated the employment of two or three or
more in the past. Then again, quick motor
transport has enabled people to do their
business With Perth direct instead of, as in
the days of horse-drawn vehicles, through
the towns in the 'North. With modern im-
provements and aeroplantes, the people are
able to come to Perth more often during
the course of the year. The result is that
there are fewer people living in the Norti.
I hope our northern parts, which represent
a valuable portion of the State, will noever
be separated from the South. We shall
hare a greater say in the government of
Australia while the North is joined to the
Souith, than wve would have if the position
were different. In the years to come West-
ern Australia will have a much greater say
in the affairs of the nation. That is what
I hope we are aiming at. It is certain no
one in this House to-day will live to see
ainy considerable change in the relative
positions of Western Australia and the
Eastern States. All parts of Australia will
continue to develop, but possibly Western
Australia will progress more rapidly than
the other States. At the same times we
have a lot of leeway to make ip. When
we Appreciate the fart that our c-reat terri-
tory is represented by only five members in
a House of 75, We can realise what small
potatoes we are in the Federal arena. I1
sympathise with the Premier in the
responsibility he has to shoulder in select-
ing- someone to conduct this inquiry. When
it comes to providing funds, neeessary, if
anything worth while is to be done, he will
require our sympathetic assistance. Un-
doubtedlyv the North is well worth develop-
ing-, but there is much to he done still
within almost a stone's throw of us at
present. Hon. members must aurree that it
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is the first duty of the Government t.
undertake that task, seeing that the facili-
ties are here, that the opportunities are
here, that the markets are here, and that
the climate is so much better. We shall
increase our population more rapidly in
the South than we would do if we were to
place the same numbers in the northern
areas. While I do not oppose the appoint-
ment of the Commission, I again ask the
Premier not to make the appointment at
all until he is perfectly satisfied that sonic
good will result from the inquiry. 'Unless
he can get a man who can advise along the
lines indicated, then the inquiry will not
result in much good. It will. be aseful if
we can get the. right man. The report will
then be available for as when we arc
ready to incur the large expenditure
that will he involved, and when we are
prepared tu undertake the work we will
not then be delayed because of the necessity
for inquiries to he made. As a matter of
fact, we know mighty little about the
North. In my opinion, however, the land
to be looked at for the purpose of tropical
agrieulture is that lying between Derby
and Wy'udham where the harbours are
good, the rainfall fairly good, and where,
we are told, there are streams containing
considerable supplies of water. We have
reports such as that presented by Mr.
Easton and others who hanve made many
inquiries, with the result that we know
niuch regarding thu possibilities- I hope
the Premier will see to it that good -will
come from the inquiry and that it will be
condiicted along definite lines.

MR. LAMOND (l'ilhara-ia reply)
[.9.31: I thank ummhers for the fair
and svmpdthctic luranoer in which they have
recived ItIe motion. There are onlyi one or
two stateuiedts to which 1 desire to reply.
The member for Roehourne ('%r. Teesdale)
accused me of having very little knowledge
of the enountry, and went on to -saY that T
was like a fly itlhat hopped fronm one dande-
lion to another, and engaged in one par-
ticular employment. That is unfair. As a
lad T wvent to the North-West in 1905, and
T lived continuously' there until I was elected
io represent the Pilbara constituency in the
Assembly. That means to say' that T lived
there for upwards of 20 years. I 'nave
travelled on severa'l occasions from the Fitz-
roy River in the Kimberleys to Hamelin

Pool, 150 miles south of Carnarvon. I over-
landed and therefore have a fair knowledge
of the North-Wes: from one end to the
other. The Premier stated that one of the
great, difficulties of the North-Xest was on
the domcs~ic side. I understood him to mean
that it 'yes difficult to get women to live
there, and that he thought it would be nece-
sar v for men to leave 'thir homes in order
to s;ettle there because the climate was not
suitable for the womenL folk, That is not
correct. Althoug-h Ltre climiate of the 'North
is not first-class for women-

The Premier; I meant because of tlw, in-
erunveniencies and the disabilities inland.

Mr. LAMO 'ND: I have been in most por-
dions of the 'North-West and at the farthest
outposts there are white womien rearing&
l'auiics One of the greatpst drawbacks
iq the lack of medical facilities. I pay a
tribute to the women who go to the North-
West arid rear families in many instances
200 or 3900 miles from a doctor. If the
Royal Commission were instrumental in bet-
ter medical facilities being provided for
the North-West, its appointmeaft would be
juistified. The inembc r for Wagin (Mr.
Stbhbls) stated by way of interjecintt

the 1Kimherley riitricl was not suitable for
.-heep and wool growing as the climate was
too hot. Kimbher-ley holds a record for wool

grwing. On [lie Liveringa station on the
Pitztroy 107,000 s-heep were run on suir-
face waters without a single bore hole hav-
ing been put down. 1 feel sure Pthat is a
record for Australia. In the wool mark-et
the seine station secuired top price, due to
the light character of [lie wool. At Sal-
inaninearra station in Kimberley a flock of i
couple of thousand. s:heep was bred up to
40,000 without a fence having been erected.
fn those days the sheep were shepherded.

Mfr. Lathamn: How nmanv aire there on
that station to-dayl

Mr. LAMO ND: None, because the station
is being utilised for cattle, hut not because
the climate was uinsuitable for sheep. 'Mem-
bers know that the -rreatest increase of
flocks is not chained when they are shep-
herded. The member for York (M.%r.
Latham)I stated that people could not be
expected to gro on the land in the North-
West when they could get land in the South-
West where the climate was much better.
That is not the po.;tion:. the great considera-
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tion is the opportunity offered in the South-
West to get Government assistance.

Aft. Latham: But that has been granted
only recently.

M r. LAMOND: There is no comparison
in 'ihe cost of developing a holding in the
North-West and in the South-West, When
people go to the North-West they find coun-
try that is worth developing. In faelt, one
acie of North-West land taken to the South-
Wert could be sold as fertiliser.

Question put and passed.

ADDRESS-DEATH OF QUEEN
ALEXANDRA.

Message from the Council received and
read transmitting an address of condolence
to His Majesty the King and other mem-
bers of the Royal Family on the death of
the Dowager Queen Alexandra and desir-
ing the concurrence of the Assembly in it.

THE PREMIER (Hon. P. Collier-
Boulder) [8.221: I am sure the whole
house will endorse the sentiments expressed
in the address from the Legislative Council.
The Dowager Queen Alexandra hived a
long and f t life that was a fine example
to her people. Although for many years
past she led a life of comparative seclusion,
she held the affection of the people of
Great Britain in a very remarkable degree.
Her passing will leave a gap in the lives of
the people of England, and we join in ex-
pressions of sympathy and condolence to
His Alajest) and other members of the
Royal Fami ly. I move-

That this House concurs in the address.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thawn) [8-23] : 1 endorse nil the words that
have fallen from the Premier, and agree
with him that Queen Alexandra lived in the
hearts of the people of the Empire for all
that long( period of more than 60 years and
died regretted by them.

9Question passed; members standing.

BILL-ROADS CLOSURE.

Second Readinq.

THE MINISTER FOR LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin-North-East Fremantle)
[8.24] in m~oving the second reading said:
This is another of the hardy annuals-a Bill

for the closing of certain streets. Various
municipalities and road boards have to con-
sider requests made to them for the closing
of roads and, before the requests can be
carried into effect, Parliament has to ap-
prove of the closures being made. This Bill
proposes seven closures in various parts of
the State. The first is in the City of Perth
and relates to a small piece of land at Hyde
Park, which makes the corner of the park
niot square. The closing of this portion will
straighten up the street and still leave the
f ull width. The next closure relates to
Ocean-parade at North Fremantle. The
land at this portion near the North Mfole
has been made up, and it is proposed to
lease an area there for the erection of stor-
age tanks for oil. This will have the effect
of-carrying Ocean-parade nearer to the sea,
but the same width of beach will be re-
tamned. By this closure the Government will
have an opportunity to, lease the land and
thus permit of competition for the supply-
ing of oil fuel to ships caling at Fremantle.
There is a small area to be closed at Nar-
rogin at the rear of oan hotel lately built by
Mr. Michael Brown. It is a very small
triangular piece, the closing of which will
not interfere 'with the road, and on which it
is desired to erect a septic tank. A little
while ago the Cottes hoe Council sold to the
Government the electricity supply for the
district, anti in one of the side streets a sub-
station had been ereected, really on a rad.
It has been there for mnany years. it is
proposed to close the portion of the street
on which the sub-station stands and give the
Eletrivity Supply Department the right to
the ground. The next closure is at East
Fremnantle, a continuation of Angwin-street
to Bolton-street.

The Premier: There is nothing political
about that.

The 1IJNISTER F~OR LANDS: Onl top
of a high cliff w,.here the iround falls away
steeply, there is a road called Richmond-
crescent. It is lnlo~sible to construct the
road on account of its steepness. This road
has existed since the early days, dating back
prior to the formation of the iunieipalit.
The property abutting on the strect belongs
to the Government. An arrangemnent has
been made with the Land Resumption Offee
uinder which Rich iond -crescent is to be
closed and the land will then vest in His
Majesty as part of his former estate.
Angwin-street will be continued to Bolton-
street to give ingress to and egress from
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the properties there. It is impossible
to make a road on top of the cliff
as cuttings would have to be put iD.
The department consider it advisable that
this street should be closed. There is also
a provision that it should he regarded as a
street even if it should he less than 6Sf t.
wide. That is done for the purpose of not
interfetiug with any building tbe Govern-
ment have erected on the land. It is also
proposed to close a road through the land
occupied by Muresk Agricultural College.
This land abuts on the North-East bound-
ary. It is necessary that the Government
shonid have the power to close this road, or
perhaps to alter the position. The last clause
provides for flie closure of roads in the
North Fremantle municipality. As a matter
of fact these are mere rights of way. North
}Fremantle is now becoming*p an important
industrial centre and some time back several
big tirnis acquired a tnumber of small blocks
which were divided by rights of way. Ex-
cept on.- small hlock this land is now held
by Dalgety's, the British Imperial Oil Corn-
pany- and Kitchen and Sons. The existence
of the rights of way will interfere with the
carrying on of the husiness of these people,
and it is therefore asked that legislative
authority be given to close the thorough-
fares, and in that way make one lar-ge block.
of the allotments and rights Of Wily. There
is no objection to the proposals, the consent
of all, the parties interested having been ob-
tained.

lion. Sir James M1itchell: Will the munli-
cipal coutncil be able to sell the rights of
wav to the owners of the property?

The MINISTER FOR LA'NDS: It is the
council that has asked for this legislation.
The righits of way are narrow. I have given
the House a full list of the roads that it is
priqvsed 'o close durig this year. I
moVe- -

That the Bill be now read a sce-cd time.

flnY gzrp JAMES MITCHELL (NYor-

tham) t13.351: 1I have no objection to offer
to the Bill. hut I ask the Minister not to go
into Committee on it to-night because I would
lil-e Lome irfoimation about the clause Ye-
l, tinq, tf, t'e elosiure of the road throuffh
Moresrk prounds. I think the M1inister has
heen mi-informed about that roadway.

The MYinicter for Lands: We can take the
Bill through Committee up to that clause.

Hon. Sir JAMIES MITCHELL: We must
be perfectly certain that the people -who need
to use the road through Muresk grounds will
be adequately served. The Minister for
Agriculture will remember that he spoke to-
me about this road soune time ago, and I
want to be certain that access to the railway
station through the rounds will be afforded
in the event of the existing road being closed.

Question put and passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Commnitee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clauses 1 to 6--agreed to.

Progress reported.

BILL-RESERVES,

Second Readingq.

THE MINISTER FRo LANDS (Hon.
W. C. Angwin-North-East. Fremantle)
[8.40] in moving the second reading said:
This too is a Bill that we find it necessary
to bring down annually. The papers show-
ing the reserves that it is piroposed to deal
with were laid upon the Table last session.
First the Bill provides for the transfer of a
Class "A" reserve from the Education En-
dowmnit Trustees to the High School in ex-
chang e for an area now%% hold by the High
School. The school authorities desire to
carry out some experimental agricul~turafl
work, and the land they now hold, which is
all saud, is not suitable for the purpose.
The land it is proposed to transfer to them
is a black loam and will meet all require-
mnents. Next the Education Endowment
Trustees desire that Avon Location 2)2q3
shall be handed baclc to the Lands Depart-
ment on condition that the Lands Depart-
went refund the survey fees, that they levied.
It appears that the vermin board in that
district have urged the p~resent trustees to
clear the land of vermin. The truistees say
that it will cost about £500 to do that and
they have no money available. It is asked
that the land lie handed hack and thrown
open for selection, and then those who re-
quire it will he able to take it up and keep
it clear of vermin. The next clause in the
Bill provides that the Bunbury Municipal
Council shall have power to seUl its present
pound site, and that the money so derived
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shall be used to purchase a more suitable
site. The Bunbury Municipal Council desire
this. The fourth clause provides that in the
vicinity of Napier a small portion shall be
taken out of Class A reserve 647, classified
for camping and public utility, for the pur-
pose of a site for an agricultural hall. It is
only it small bloek that is required, hut it
is necessary to have legislative authority as
the reserve is Class A. It is also sought
to provide that the school site at
Subiaco, again a class A reserve, shall
have its boundaries altered. This is
merely to solve some difficulties without
doing any damage either to the reserve
or to tile school ground. Trhe nsext proposal
deals with Class "A" reserves 18324 and
18325 at Aft. Lawley. This is the old Perth
sanitary site. It has been granted to the
Perth Road Board, and representations have
been made by the Lani Tennis Association
ot W.A., thre Football Association, and a
golf syndicate, to lease the land, and ex-
pend on it immediately £3,500, with a fur-
ther annual sum to put the grounds into
proper order for the play' ing of various
gamnes. There is a sufficient area for a
lpuLlic park as well, and this wvill be
retained by the Perth Road Board. I
was waited on by some of the sporting
bodies in respect of this proposal. The
trouble is that, tinder existing conditions,
the Perth Road Board cannot lease the
land for more than 21 years from the date
of the trust. Seeing- that it is going
to cost the collective sporting bodies from
£E30,000 to £E40,000, it is ridiculous to ask
them to accept a lease for only 21 years.
Therefore it is 'tro posed in the Bill that
with the consent of the Governor, the area
may be leased for 50 years, so as to enable
the sporting bodies to recoup~ themselves for
the mtoney they will expend on the ground.
Another clause provides that the purpose of
a reserve in Labouchere-road, South Perth,
opposite thea gates of the Zoological Gardens,
shall be changed. Mlany years ago the area
was set aside for a botanical 2,rdens. To-
day the Zoological Gardens have become
virtally a botanical gaFrdens, and conse-
quently this reserve is nio longer necessary
for its original purposie. The proposal is
to take a strip of it, frontinz on Lnbouehere
road, as a parking ground for motors used
by the people visiting the Zoological Gardens
or the golf links adjoininL! the reserve. Soe
years ago the Zoological Gardens committee
were n-a nted a portion of' this area for the

purpose of erecting caretaker's quarters.
The committee say that it is no longer re-
quniied for that purpose, and they propose
to relinquish that area in the reserve and in
exchang-e take this strip for the parking of
motors. Then it is proposed to alter the
purpose of the balance of the reserve. In-
stead of being reserved for a botanical gar-
dens, it will be set aside for recreation
purploses other than golf.

Ilon. Sir Jamnes 1litebell: Why other than
golf ?

The MLINISTER FORl LANDS: Because
sonie years ago there wvas a niovement for
the handing over of part of this reserve to
the Perth Golf Club, whose course adjoins
the reserve. However, this wvas objected to
by a number of the local residents, and I
think by Parliament; so, bearing that in
mind, it has been thought advisable in de-
dicatinir- the reserve to recreation purposes
to exclude golf. I move-

That the Bill be now rend a second tione.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
thain) [8.51] : 1 have no great objection to
offer to the Bill. Indeed I think that since
the educational trustees ask that their land
should be taken back so that they might be
relieved of responsibility, the valne of the
land, if it be sold, should be added to the
existing educational endowment. As to the
Bunbary reserve, nobody can offer any ob-
jection to that. The same may be said of
most of the proposals in the Bill, but there
are one or two provisions that strike me as
being a littlc unusual. It is only right that
the reserve at Mlt. Lawley should he used for
recreation puriposes; it will be of consider-
able value to the people of the locality.
Some time ago the road board desired to get
control of that area in order to grant leases
to a number of sporting bodies willing to
spend large sums of money on the improve-
ments of the grounds. It will take a con-
siderable sum to do this, so we certainly
Must r 2Ve those bodies a fairly long- lease, if
they tire to recover their expenditure. But
the llocer the Minister asks is a little un-
usual. It is that with the approval of the
Governor the balance of the land shall be
vested in the Perth Road Board, which will
be able to do more or less as it pleases with
the land. So long as we are sure that the
land shall be used exclusively for recreation
purposes, it ought to be all right. There is
no other recreation ground in that locality,
and T ain glad that at last the road bocard i.
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to be in a position to lease the land to the
respective sporting bodies. The reserve at
South Perth is no longer needed by the Zoo-
logical Garden;, while a strip of it is rc-
quired for the parking of motor cars. To
me Labouchere road, especially as seen from
King's Park, is a long, ugly, staight line. It
Should be possible somewhere or other to
break that line, if only by the planting Of
trees. Seen from King's Park it is nothing
but an eyesore and spoils an otherwise beau-
tiful view. The road could he broken just
where it passes this reserve.

Mr. Clydesdale: The reserve is not more
than is required for recreation purposes.

llon. Sir JANMES MITCHELL: But
there arc 24 acres in the area. South Perth
is very well supplied with reserves. I do
not know whether they -were all declared dur-
ing- the hon. members time0 as Mfayor.

-Mr. Clydesdale: Y-ou could expect that.
lHon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I only

wvish the samne thinr had been dlone in other
subuirbs. However, I ani not opp~osing the
proposal, for it w'ill result in a very fine re-
creation ground.

'.1r. Clydeadatle: It hats taken 20 veais
to bring, this ahout.

Ilon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL4 : 1 re-
niember thsm a Pill wais introduced for this
some year- aign. it was lost in another
place.

Mr. ('lydesdale: It was in respect of the
samne l,1nd, hult with a different division.

lion. Sir JAIIES MiUTCHELL: 1 should
like to see this land tuirned into crickelt
ground. and tennis courts. The pity is we
lhave not more ground to give to the people
for recreation purposes Tennis courts
should hie so placed tha;' the young p-eople
who are at work in the city may have ready
access to them at the end of the day. This
ground is particularly suited for thait pur-
pose. I am not certain why the Mlinister
has inserted words to prevent the ground
from being uised for golf. There is already
at course at South Perth, but it sounds
ratlir had to have these words inserted in
a Bill of ibis kind.

The Minister for Lands: T think it is
because these words; were not inserted that
your Bill did not go through.

Hon. Sir JAMTES MITCHELL: A ppar-
ently people may p)lay any game they like
hut zolf on this g-round. I do no! cuppoce
il will be required for this purpose, and it
could not he added to the golf links without

the alpproval of the M1in~ister and the local
authority.

The Minister for Lands: The 31 mister has
no ] uwver once the land is handed over.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The -Min-
is-ter has power to Nest thesze reserves in the
local authority, which :heni could permit the
golf club to play over the grounds, though
I do not suppose it would he required for
that purpose. The Bill will at all events
meet the obijection of Ihose who thought the
goolf club ighot want to have the grroand.
The muiciipality would not have kept the
present gorlf links in anything- like the way
thie golfers have kept it. They, have heauti-
fled the --round not onily for South Perth
but for the p~eople general!;. If there has
been any objection, it will he removed now
becaute there will he ample ground for all
purposes. I have no objection to the Bill.

Question pit and passed.

Bill lead a second time.

in Committee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Minister for
Lands in charge of the Bill,

Clauses 1, 2-agreed to.

lause .1-Reserve 'No. 3268:

Mr. WiTHERS: Bunbury was established
manyv vea ag'o. hut it is now found that
this piece of land is detrimental to the in-
terests of the tow]1 . The municipality is
desirous of disposing of it with thme object
of gettinu a better site elsewhere.

Clause rut and passed.

Clauses 4 to 0--agreed to.

Clause 7-Reserve A5.374:

The MINWTER FOR LANDS: The
words "texclusive of golf" were inserted in
this clause because so much objection was
raised by local residents to the ares heina
added to the pretent golf links, which ad-
join this particular piece of land. It was
thoug!!t that the 'u!olf club already had a
sufflcient area. There are not many recrea-
tion reserves available in South Perth. On
the small reserve adjoining thme road hoard
ofice there are some tennis courts, but there
is scarcely' room for anything else. Some
additional area shouild, therefore, he pro-
vided for South Perth. If the area were
transferred to the golf club, there would not
Ve enough left for general recreation par-
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poses, suvbh as football, cricket, tennis, etc.
That is why these words were put in.

lion. Sir JAMAES MITCHELL: I do ndlt
see why this should not have been left to
the local authority and the Minister. Pos-
sibly this is the method adopted by the Min-
ister to 2e1 the Bill throligh. I will wager
that it will come beek to us with these words
-deleted.

The 1Minister foi bands:. I would not ob-
ject. They were not put in at my request.

Mr. Clydesdale: The golf club tried to
get their links extended by taking in this
portion of the reserve, but the local author-
ity raised an objection.

Hon. Sir JAMES MiTCHELL: Then
they could not gelt it.

The Minister for Lands: Sometimes
local authorities are changed.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It looks
as if Parliament were hostile to the game
of golf, but the reverse is the case. We
want to encourage good wholesome sport.

Mr. Clydesdale: The present golf links
are not a championship course, and that is
why it was desired to enlarge them.

Mr. Davy: They would like a little more
land.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: It does
not seem right to leave these words in the
Bill.

Clause put and passed.

Schedule-agreed to.

Bill reported without amendment and the
report adopted.

BILL-ROAD DISTRICTS ACT AMEND-
MENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 29th October.

HON. SIR JAMES MITCHELL (Nor-
tham) [9.13]: 1 am afraid we have come
to the end of a peaceful sitting. We now
have a Bill that has been introduced by
the Minister for Works. His proposals
generally mean some drastic change in the
existing state of affairs. The Minister in
office is one thing, and the Minister in Par-
liament is another. His proposals are
meant to be accepted by the House, and as
a rule are carried, notwithstanding the
strenuous opposition from this side of the
Houise. No matter what advice is tendered

to the Minister, he sticks to his proposals
to the letter. Not a word can be altered
unless we find a mistake on the part of the
Parliamentary Draftsman. This Bill deals
with road boards. The Minister ought to
be reasonable. There are many members
who know more about this subject than the
Minister does, or than I do, and they should
be listened to. Many of the country towns
are inicluded in the road board districts.
We must keep that in view when consider-
ing the Bill. Perhaps one feature of the
measure will lead people to take a greater
interest in road boards: the Minister pro-
poses to dignify those boards by convert-
ing them into district councils. There is
to be a president and also a vice-president
of each district council, and the Minister
proposes that both these gentlemen shall
be honorary justices of the peace. To-day
the chairman of a road board is en honor-
ary justice of the peace, and the mnember
for York (Mr. Latham), who is chairma4
of the local road board, informs me that
there is no provision for the swearing-in of
temporary justices, an omission which the
Minister might like to supply before this
Bill passes. I do not know how far it will
please the road boards to be changed into
district councils and to have a president
end a vice-president. One objection to the
Bill is that the Minister, while increasing
the powers and certainly the responsibili-
ties of the local authorities, retains to him-
self considerable powers. That is a mis-
take. The local governing bodies should
have the greatest possible freedom in the
management of their own affairs. They
are elected, as we are, by the people, and
are responsible to those who elect them.
The Bill proposes to abolish plural voting.
We may be, as the Minister says, the last
country in the world to retain plural
voting. However, plural voting has worked
very well, and I do not know of any objec-
tion to it. It gives the people paying the
greatest amount of rates a special say in
the expenditure of the money. The ina-
ister proposes to exytend the scope of the
local governing bodies, which at present
is limited practically to the construction
and maintenance of roads. Thc use of
the roads to-day is a very different
thing from what it was. 'Motor traffic
is heavy, and motor owners pay a
road tax, but the Minister proposes to re-
tain that tax, and so the local governing
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bodies will be left to maintain the roads.
it will be very difficult for them to main-
tain the roads in a satisfactory condition
un-less considerable help i.- given by the
Minister. The width of O6ft. proposed by
the Bill for roads is the right width in
most cases, but the Minister should bare
powver to authorise roads of less width.

The Minister for Works: An amendment
to that effect is being drafted.

Boll. Sir JAMES MITCllELL: It would
be wrong of the Minister to insist on roads
running through valuable land being not
less than fl6ft. in width. I have in mind,
for instance, the swamp land in the Peel
Estate. If every one of the numerous roads
required on that estate were to he Oft.
wide, it would mean a great waste of valu-
able land. T am glad that the Minister pro-
poses to have the clause amended. The Bill
suggests many changes. Under the exist-
ing- Act road boards have the right to
acquire and run ferries.

The Minisrbr for Works: Under the ex-
isting Act they can only subsidise ferries,
not own them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: The pro-
vision was made many years ago to meet
cases where it was impracticable to bridge
a river. I will leave the membher for York
(Mr. Latham) to convince the Minister on
this point. The Bill provides that passen-
ger services may be acqnired and operated
by local authorities with the consent of the
Minister. I do not know that local authori-
ties need be given that power. A district
council should attend to the present work
of maintenance of roads and matters con-
nected therewith. The Minister proposes
to make the councils trading concerns, run-
ning cineinatograph entertainments and
exhibitions of all sorts. Perhaps "White
Cite" would come in that category. It is
certainly an exhibition.

The Minister for Works: I am told good
profits are made out of "White City."

Mr. Griffiths :The Kellerberrin people
support their hospital by means of moving
picture shows.

Hon. Sir TAMES MITCHELL: I should
not object to that, but it is quite another
matter to permit road boards to use their
funds for all these purposes. I hope that
before the House agrees to these various
activities on the part of local governing
bodies, the Minister will tell us exactly
what is meant. The Bill proposes to

authorise local bodies to erect saleyards.
They already do that. Again, the Bill pro-
poses that they shall have power to build,
establish and maintain hospitals. I do not
know how many times we are to pay for
hospital services. The Government collect
money for that purpose, by way of the
entertainments tax for instance. And then
there is ordinary revenue. It is an extra-
ordinary lprotosall that people already con-
tributing taxation for hospital purposes
should be called upon to establish a hospital.
It is Riot fair. Certainly the responsibility
will not he evenly distributed, sinee every
district will not establish a hospital. A
municipality, for example, cannot do so.
The proposed district councils will only be
able to collect revenue from land, while the
hospital will he used by all the people in
the district. The Government collects rev-
enue not only from land, but tromn numerous
sources. Many people who contribute to
the Government will not contribute to the
local authority. We already have against
the lands of the State a large 'number of
taxes, in some cases amounting iu the aggre-
gate to a considerable sum per acre per
annumi. There is no reason why people
should contribute taxation to the Treasurer
for hospital purposes, and at the same time
contribute directly to a local authority in
order that this authority may run a hospital.
The Bill contains another power to Lhc dis-
trict councils to do something that the Gov-
ernment are already doing. The local au-
thority is to he authorised to erect workers'
homes and sell them to people who cannot
afford to build homes for themselves. We
have a W'orkers' Homes Board which is
very well and very capably managed, and
excellently staffed. It operates practically
all over the South-West to-day, and is do-
ing excellent work. Certainly no local au-
thority would have the experience of the
Workers' Homes Board, and the work would
not be as well done by local authorities in
the interests of those buying the homes.
The institution has not cost the people of
this country one farthing. Very few
pounds are owing by people who have
homes built for them to-day. The work of
advancing money is exc'ellently managed,
and I doubt the necessity for adding to the
work of local authorities somethingthat is
done very much better by the Workers'
Homes Board. Certainly the Government
can procure money more cheaply than can
the local authorities. The smaller the local
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authority, the more will have to be paid for
the money, and the more difficult will it be
to finance the erection of homes. Why
duplicate all these undertakings? Nothing
is to be gained by it. The Premier said be
would consider the question of expanding
the funds of the Workers' Homes Board to
enable thetu to erect homes in the country.
Ron. members recognise that the rent ques-
tion is a serious matter. If people could
get houses at cheaper rentals, they would
be more satisfied with their wages. If a
worker has to pay 23s. a week for a 4-
roomed cottage, that amount represents a
big deduction from his wages. Under the
Workers' Homes Board such a man's posi-
tion would be improved, and I hope the
opportunities of the Workeis' Homes
Board will be increased by extending the
capital available. 1. trust that a substantial
sum will he provided in the Lojan Estimates
for that purpose. 1 hope, too, that the
House will agree that it is not necessary to
do miore than we are doing at present, and
that it will be better for the workers to
secure their homes through the board al-
ready established by the Government.

Mr. Latham: At any rate the work should
not be duplicated.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: That is
so. If someone runs a bakehouse, 1 do not
knowv that he would have the right to put
a sign on his building- "This is a hakehouse"
unless he had the permission of the Mfin-
ister. Then no advertisements are to be
allowed on private proverty?

The Minister for Works: This merely
gives the board the same powers as the
municipalities have now.

Mr. Sleemian : This will prlevent. those
"Red Revolution" placards being posted up.

Hon. Sir JAM-NES MITCHELL: Well,
the people require to be warned.

Mr. Sleeman: But there was no necessity
for the warning.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: I know
that at the last election olbjectionable plac-
ards were displayed reflecting upon the
party to which I belong.

Mr. Sleeman: Who authorised them?
Hon. Sir JAMES MTTCHELL: The hon.

niimber should be able to tell me. I would
like to know who forged that letter.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
Hon. Sir JAMES MNITCHELL: What

does the M1inister mean regarding the plac-
ards on trees rowing on private propety?
Does be mean that there will be certain rev-
0111W notwithstanilir that the placards may

be displayed on private propertyl if
hoardingsi are erected on private properties
outside the town, they will not be of much
value, but still they will have to be licensed
and controlled by the local authorities.

'Mr. Clydesdale: It would be better if all
hoardings in the metropolitan area were
abolished.

Hon. Sir JAMIES Mi1TCHELL: South
Perth has a road board, so that this wiUl ap-
ply there too.

Mr. Clydesdale: And that is the only
hoard that does not permit hoardings in the
main streets.

Hon. Sir JAM-NES 'MITCHELL: The
Bill also provides that the Minister may
have sireeial valuations made, but no appeal
eLii be lodged against it.

The Minist& for Works: Yes, there is
an apipeal aga.inst a Minister's valuation,
but it Rs to the court and not to the council.
To that extent I n limiting the powers of
the 'Minister.

Hon. Sir JAMiES )iTCHELL: That is
I misread the clause. hr hudb

,in aplpeal to the eouncil.
The Minister for Works: But you cannot

take it out of the hands of the local authori-
ties, allow the Minister to fix the valuation,
and then allow an appeal back to the local
authorities,

Mr. Latham: But that does not say that
the Minister's valuation is fight.

Hon. Sir JAMES 11ITCHELL: No. I
take it the Minister wants uniformity. As
usual the Minister has inereaseA the rating
powers very considerably.

Mr. Grilths: We are getting hardened
to that.

The Minister for Works: I have not done
that; T have merely increased the range.

Rion. Sir JAMS ITCHELL: We would
he stupid if we did not take notice of the
most that can he done under the proposals
of the Government.

rThe Mlinister for Works: Do von not trust
the boards9

Hon. Sir JAMES~ MIN1TCHELL: Before
all these measures arc passed, these taxing-
propoeals will be taken olit.

The Minister for Works: There is no tax-
aINOn Sugwes.-ted here.

Bon. Sir TA-MES MITCHELL: On the
othe-r haod the ta.\ation is to be considerably
increased.

The Mfinister for Works: That will be for
the hoard to decide: it is not provided in
the Bill.
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liwi1. Sir JANIES MITCHELL: I am
oh aid that the local authorities will adopt
that attitudle, 1particularlv as it is possible for
the M1inister's officers to indicate to boards
that if they do not increase their taxation
they'% will not receive any subsidy from the
Government.

The Minister for Works: I have. had to
itll that already.

lion. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: And, of
course, it has been d]one before by other
.Ministers. In the metropolitan area the tax
nmaY he increase(] to 9d. in the pound. with
the approval of the 'Minister. That is only
one of these sp~ecial taxes, Then, with re-
gard to blihting, there miay be a fmliher tax
of t.2d. ii1 the pound on the unimproved
capital value in certain areas, or 3d. in the
pound on rental values.

The Minister for Works: Only for the
portion served.

lHon. S-ir JATMES 31ITCHELsL: That is
so. I presume this is intended in case any
person is willingr to erect a plant, the tax
being available for the purp)ose of a subsidy.
I am afraid that when we take into con-
sideration all these different avenues of tax-
aftion, there will be a considerable increase
in the amiount the p-eople ill have to pay.
We have already gone far enough. I do
not know if the "Minister realises all the
taxation that people have to pay. Does lie
realise that mnoney' taken from the people in
this war does not mean providing -is miuch
iimploviiient as would he available if that
monley were left in the hands of the pro-
ditcers? Too much taxation means in-
creased "nemplovmrent, for people aire in-
clined to reduce employment if they have to
shoulder stir- heavy burdens. Tt deters en-
terprise and makes employment difficult to
expand. Employment by Governments is no
suibstitute for employment by private in~li-
ridnals. Employment creates more employ-
ment. The real work of providing employ-
ment comes from the men who till the land
alongside the railways, and if more money
is taken from those people in the shane of
taxation it means that so much land less
is puit under the- plonlzh.

The Minister for Works: IL am not going
to impose any more taxation upon them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MIYTCHELL: The
people resent havrnz to par so much in tax-
ation and Fzo many taxes. Land is becoming
more valuable in the~e times and more taxa-
tion has to be paid upon it. although the

laud is used for the Eamie pumrposes. It is
the beavy taxation that is causing unem-
ploynient to-day. On top of the money that
has to lie found fur the needs of the State
o, erment and the local authorities, we

have the Fe :eral 'taxation, which is so much
heavier. The Minister should cry a bait
s;omewhere.

Mr. Mar-ihall: Where are you getting to?
You have heen talking taxation ever csince
th~e House met.

Ron. Sir J)%AMES MIUTCHTELL: If the
bon. mernber had beea here very much since
the House has been in session he would know
more of what has been discussed. I WAS en-
deavouring to convinpe him and others that
increased] taxation ineans reduced employ-
ment, that taxation refers not onlyi to land
and income tax but to 'the tariff impiosts
which alpply to every person in the State.
When we consider the millions collected by
the Federal Government, there is no doubt
it does make work scarce. The tariff is re-
sponsible for a charge of at lease £5,000,000
agzainst the people. There is not such scope
for increased taxation as the 'Minister seems
to imagine. We must cry a halt somewhere.

The Mrinister for Works: This Bill does
not impose 'taxation.

Hon. Sir JAMES -MITCHELL: It pro-
vides that it may hie imposed. When the
'Minister is a little more experienced in the
ways of Parliament, he wrill realise that
menihers must consider 'the worst that can
happen when dealing, with legislation of this
kind.

The "Minister for Works: _My experience
has been that the local authorities will not
tax surneicatly.

Hon. Sir JAMEES 7MITCHELL: The
Minister had experience at Janrdakot where

they taxed agricultural land at .5s. per acre.
The Minister for Works: Mly complaint is

that certain road hoards impose only 1 -d.
in the pound and then come to me for grants
wvith which to make their roads.

Hon. Sir JAMES 'MITCHELL: They
have a perfect ritrht to apply to the Gor-
erment for assistance. It has always b-een
the cu-tom of the Government to grant as-
simtance.

The Minister for Works: And the Gov-
ernment have a riqht to expect them to do a
fair thin7 by themselves.

Hon. Sir JTAMES~ 3fTTCHELr,.: They
(IQ a fair thing.
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The Minister for Works: N~ot when they
ra~e at 1 d. in the pound and on an under-
valuation, too.

Hlon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: A rate
of 11/d. in the pound might be a fair thing.
We are engaged now in adding to the power
of local authorities to collect more and more
taxation. We are asked to give them power
to collect money by way of taxation in order
that they may do other than maintain roads.
They may build workers' homes. They may
conduct and maintain a hospital, tfiough they
would he mighty foolish to do so. They may
run exhibitions and cinematograph shows.
I do not know whether they would engage
Madame Melba or that other singer who,
we are told, is going to give 20 concerts for
£20,000. But ive are giving them the power
to do many things which they could not do
before and which they should not have
power to do now. It is not necessary to give
local auithorites power to erect workers'
homes.I

The Minister for Works:. You started off
by asking me. to trust them. N"ow you are
complaining of giving them too much power.

Hon. Sir JAMES MITCHELL: So far
as we give them power, let them exercise it.
The Minister reminds me of Lord Forrest
when he drafted. the Land Act. In each
clause he said "This shall be the law," but
to each he added, "Unless the Minister other-
wise determines." So be became the Act,
The Minister for Works wishes to follow in
his footsteps.

The Mlinister for Works: You want to
make me a dictator.

Hon. Sir JAMRS MITCHELL: I object
to that. The Minister is certainly maintain-
ing his old reputation by wishing to he the
boss. While he is going to make the road
boards district councils, and the chairmen
presidents, and do other things that will look
like dignifying the gentlemen who under-
take this work, the power wvill not be very
real because, if the Bill passes, the Minister
will be able to p~ut his foot down anywhere.
He will control in many mutters,. I said
that so far as road hoards, are given the
right to do things, they should be trusted,
but we should not give them the powers for
which the Minister asks.

Mr. Marshall: Therefore there wonld he
no occasion to trust them.

Hon. Sir JAMES MNITCHELL: The mess-
her for Murchison knows that if we give
them unlimited power, we shall be giving

them unnecessary power. Let us give them
the necessary power and trust them to carry'
out the work we wish thenm to do, but do not
let us include in the Bill any unnecessary
authority. 1 am opposed to the Minister
having unlimited control over the boards.
Parliament should decide what their powers
sbould be and then, so far as possible, the
boards shoud be permitted to exercise those
powers without interference. What is the
use of delegating powers to them if at the
same time the Minister can set their powers
aside? The Minister baa determined that
this Bill shall become law, and although it
ought not to he a party mueasure, I fear it
will be. We shall try to make some altera-
tions and improve the Bill in Committee.
Perhaps the Minister will allow us to amend
it in some directions. If he does, it will be
the first occasion that has happened since
he has introduced a Bill as Minister.

MR. LINDSAY (Toodyny) [9.52]: This
is a measure to give road boards greater
powers. There are many clauses with which
I agree and there are some I intend to op-
pose. Naturally, I shall oppose the clause
stipulating one man one vote.

The Minister for Works: Why "natur-
ally" q

Mr. LINDSAY: From my experience
rova hoard conferences have always been
unanimous in turning down that proposal.
The road board members are the people who
have to work under the Act, and they are
unanimou's in the opinion that that prin-
ciple is unsuitable for them.

The Minister for Works: This is the
only country in the world where that hoary
old idea remains.

Mr. LIENDSAY: The men who administer
the Act must know their own business. They
have not asked for this alteration. Still, I
suppose it will be useless for me to oppose
it.

Mr. Marshall: Do not get annoyed about
it.

Mr. LINDSAY: I hope the Minister's
proposal will not prevent two partners in
a farm from having a vote. I cannot uinder-
stand why the Minister, in altering the
designation of chairman to president, pro-
vides for the appointment of a vice-presi-
dent and for both president and vice-presi-
dent to be justices of the peace. I fail to
see any need for a vice-president. The fact
that an acting-president can be appointed
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in the absence of the president should be
sufficient. Even if the president was made
a justice of the peace, there is no -reason
why the s"me, should apply to the vice-presi-
dent. If the vice-president is granted the
honour, why not extend it to the acting-
president? I consider the proposal unneces-
sary and unreasonable. Under the existing
Act is a provision which allows road boards
to give a rebate on rates up to 5 per cent.,
hut no particular time is laid down in which
the rebate may be granted. Tinder this
measure, the time is fixed as the 31st August.
I am not much concerned whether the rebate
is ranted or not, but if the Minister intends
that it shall be granted, sufficient time should
he allowed to make the granting of it
possible. The road boards in the wheat belt
and in the drier portions of the State do the
whole of their work in the winter months.
They uisually have a secretary and rarely
are two hands employed. The principal
work of the secretary is in July and Auguist
when he has to attend to the work on the
roads. That is when most of the money is
expended, The Act. lays down that in July
the board shall 'neat, make a valuation and
strike a rate. Suppose the meeting is held in
the middle of July, the secretary then has
to make uip his rate book and get rate notices
printed and distributed. During my experi-
ence. of 14 years, 12 years of it as chairman,
I have never known the rate notices to be got
out in August. It is usually September or
October when they arc distributed. There-
fore, though the measure may suit metro-
politan road boards,' it will not suit the great
majority of country road hoards. I have
a letter from a road board stating-

It appears that the rate hook will have to
he made up and the assessmient notices all
sent out before the 31st Jully to enable the
ratepay' ers to get the allowance of 30 days
for discount on payment of rates before the
31st of August. It is considered that no date
should he fixed, hut that the clause in the pres-
ent Act is quite sufficient. The wording in
the present Act allows discount to be paid
within 30 dlays from the date of issue of the
assessment notice. It is considered that no
alteration of the present Act is necessary.
The writer of the letter proceeds-

Your experience of country roads boards
shows that a board, at the first meeting in
July generally st-rike the rate, which might be
as late as the 14th of the month, according
to when the meeting day falls. In an instance
tike this, the rate book would have to be held
up pending the rate being struck. The order
for printing the assessment notice books would
also hare to he held up. and these snay not

he received back from the printers until nearly
the end of July, so that there would be very
little possibility of the notices being out by
the end of July. It looks as if the proposed
amendinerit ha5 uly tueeci put in for the
benefit of metropolitan boards. As these are
now chiefly laying dlown roads with tar-
bitumen dressings, this work can only be clone
in the hot weather, so that the winter is comn-
paratively slack and allows of the office busy
period being tackled without inuds outside ia-
terferencee. This works the reverse in country
road hoards, where the secretary, who is
usually the supervisor, has to spend most of
the titn on the roads just at that time, and
has to do all time office work at night. For
the m-oniths of June, July, and August, the
work of the average country road lbuard is very
badly congested on account of the road works,
combined with. the many rctru, financial
statements, balances, et,,, "'l601 ala, all w:Muted
as soon as possible after the closo of the year
at the 30th Jue.

The tiume, to he of any use to country road
hoards, must be extended at least to Sep-
tember. Another matter relates to the valu-
ations. The Minister has asked "Why not
trust the road boards?" In my experience
the M1inister himself never has trusted
them. He has stated that the road hoards
must accept the increased valuations of the
Taxation Department.

The 'Minister for Works: I have said
notlsing of the sort.

'Mr. LTNDSALY:- If they do not accept
such v-aluations, hie is not prepared to grant
them subsidies.

The Mlinister for Works: I have said
nothing of the sort. I have told them that
sinless they struck a rate of 2d. in the pounid,
they would not get a subsidy.

Mr, LINDSAY: What about the valn-
ations?

The M1iiister for 'Works: I have said
nothing of the sort.

Mr. LINDSAY: I have been informed
that the Minister did make that statement.

The Minister for Works: Then you have
been wrongly informed.

'Mr. LINDSAY: The measure provides
distinctly that there can he no appeal to the
board.

The Minister for Works: I am limiting
the power of rating as compared with what
it is at present. Under the existing Act the
Mfinister can matke a valuation as be likes.
I am binding the Minister down to making
a valuation in accordance with that of the
Taxation Department,

Mfr. LTNTISAY: At present Toad boards
hold a court of appeal. A fortnight ago I
was at a road board offie where .90 appeals
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were pending and it was decided to hold a
court of appeal, I know some of the ap-
pellants personally and I am satisfied that
the valuations were made in accordance with
those of the Taxation Department. I am
satisfied that some of the properties were
valued too high. There were also some that
perhaps were too low. One first class
block of land] was valued at 3 2s., and on an
adjoining block, where there was a gravel
hill, the valuation was 25s, We know that
is unjust. Recently I read in a newspaper
that the Darling Range Road Board sat as a
court of appeal, and] the members of the
hoard stated it was no use holding appeals
because the policy of the department was
that the valuations had to be uniform and
that the valuations of the Taxation Depart-
mrent had to be accepted. At the present
time we have the right of appeal to the
hoard, but this is to he taken away.

The Minister for Works: The only time
an appeal can be made to the board is when
a Minister steps in and makes the valua-
tion.

Mr. LINDSAY: It is set out in the Bill
that the local court shall not reduce any
valuation made by the Commissioner of
Taxation. An appeaJ can only be made pro-
vidpd the valuation is raised and introduced.
Three of the boards in my district refused
to accept the valuations and they were told
that they would ha' e to accept them. I have
no ohjertion to paying taxation because I
rialise that roads must be constructed. In
the Ine~t two yevars, however, my rates have
been increased by 400 per cent. We should be
given a reasonable opportunity to see that
the valuations makde by the Commissioner of
Taxation arc correct. I am quite prepared
to agree that we should have uniform valu-
ations1 hut at least those who have to pay
should have the right of appeal. In my elec-
torate the six road hoards have had their
valuations increased in the last two years
by over 100 per cent. I do not say that the
v aluations airc wrong, hut the people think
they are suffering an injustice by reason of
their not being given an easy method of ap-
pealing. I agr7ee that the hoards should have
further powers, and I have no objection to
the increase in the rate. In some eases the
Minister should force the boards to pay
because the increased rates are necessary.
The boards should have the proposed ex-
tensive powers, because, for instance, in
the ease of hospitals, they should he able

to assist in the establishment of them by
granting subsidies. In my own district we
hope)( to be able to make additions to
the hospital and the local board are pre-
pared to guarantee the interest on the out-
lay. Under the existing Act they cannot
do that unless they form themselves into
a health board. So far as picture shows
are concerned, I hope that the road boards
will leave such things alone. The main
function of boards should be to make roads.
I agree that their duties should not end
there, but they should take the greatest
interest in their district other than the
making of roads. I support the second
reading of the Bill but I hope to be able to
deal with a number of other matters when
it reaches the Committee stage.

MR. LATHAM (York) [10.7] 1 iove-
'I'titt thme debaite be adjaurned.

Motion negatived.

MR. LATHAM (York [10.8]: 1 am saorry
that more consideration is not being- given
to resolutions that have been passed by
road conferences year after year. I admit
that some have been embodied in the Bill,
but many have been excluded. There is
no one more fitted to express an opinion
than those people who devote a great deal
of their time to the work of local govern-
ment. Considerable services are rendered
by members of local bodies for the benefit
of the State, and a great deal of work is
done in an honorary capacity. There are
proposals in the Bill that were not asked
'or 1)y thv conferences, but I sup1)ose we
must take what is there as being the policy
of the Government, or vote against the
clauses to which we take exception when
the Bill reaches the Committee stage. There
are many Matters in the Bill that will have
the effect of increasing the work of those
people who voluntarily give up their time
for the benefit of the districts -affected, as
for instance the building of workers' homes,
the conduct of entertainments by agricul-
tural societies, etc. The Minister knows
that under thu Bill he is trying to get
through another place, he will deprive the
boards -)f a considerable amount of rev-
enue, namely, the traffic fees and subsidies,
and that there will therefore be very little
money left for building. Therefore -I
cannot see that there will be very much
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money available for the building of hos-
pitals or show grounds, or the running of
ferries or motor buses. It would have been
well to have left out these things until it
was known what progress was being made
with the Hill before another place. The
printipal amendment in the Bill is the alter-
ation of the system of voting, and as this is
not a request from the road board confer-
ence, bint a part of the policy of the Labour
Gov ernment, I intend to oppose it. Australia
has led the world in legislation at times, and
because other places have abandoned plural
voting, J do not ag~ree that it should be aban-
dloned here. In Tasmania it is in operation.
And despite the fact that the Minister says
it is not in operation in New South Wales, I
think I amn right in saying that it is.

The Minister for Works: I did not say
that.

Air. LATHAM'i: Here is a point upon
whichl the Mlinister might enflghten me:
Many properties are held by, sa y, the Rail-
way Department, and are not rateable. In
the amending Hill the word "tenant" is
included in the definition of "owner." I1
have been wondering whether the Minister
p)roposes to entitle the tenants in the non-
rateable properties to a vote uinder the Bill.
Of course those properties ought to he rate-
able, for footpaths are made in front of
them. I should like to know wh ether it is
intended to make provision for the rating
of those properties. Particularly i n dis-
tricts like Merredin and Narrogin. big rail-
way centres, those properties should be
asked to contribute to the provision of
roads and footpaths. I think a mistake has
been made by the Minister in accepting too
rigidly- the valuations made by' the Taxation
Department. Really there can be only one
value, whereas at present we have several
to choose from. To suggest that the Taxa-
tion Department's valuations are correct in
everyv instance is nonsense. Some con-
sideration should be given to the taxpayer
in the matter of appeal. The departmental
officers are anxious that their values should
be aciepted. 'Many road hoards have
accepted them, hut it has given rise to a
good deal of discontent. Tf the Minister
is to have the right to say that these shall
be the values. ard if it me anls an appeal to
the court, it will involve considerable ex-
pense. As for the rate struck, the Minister
has made the point that some of the board-
.strike only a Id. rate. I have frequently

pointed out to departmental officers that if
the valuation be high and the rate low, they
are getting more revenue than they would
on a low valuation and a high rate.

The Minister for Works: Generally we
get the combination of low values and low
rates.

Mr. LATHAM: The other day the Min-
ister referred to a district without naming
it. I think he meant a district down the
South-West.

The Minister for XWorks: No, I meant
York.

Mr. LATHAAI: The values there are
fairly high. The rate, of course, has been
11/d. Possibly York is a little more for-
tunate than some other districts, because
when money was plentiful and Governments
were generous we had some very good roads
built there.

Th e Minister for XWorks: Not by the
local people. 1 have had many complaints
about the condition of the roads.

Mr. LATHAM: Those complaints must
be in respect of a big stretch of road he.
tween York and Perth.

The Minister for Works: No. They have
come from the district east of York.

Mr. LATHAM: There should be no corn-
olaint fromt that district. The trouble al-
ways has been a stretch of poor country
between York and Perth. There is no value
in it. and of course money cannot be taken
from one ward and spent in another wvard.
I am sorry the Minister, with the assistance
of the money he is getting from the Com-
monwealth. is not able to contribute some-
thing, to that road, on which there is a great
deal of traffic. It is time some arrangement
were made under which the people using
that road would have to contribute towards
its maintenance.. The Minister might have
included in the Bill a provision under which
people paying- high traffic fees should have
a vote in the selection of members Of the
board. I notice the -Minister has agreed to
the request repeatedly made for a variation
of the term "road district." However, I do
not think it matters much whether it he
road district or shire or shire council; it is
only a little padding to please road board
members, so that they shall overlook some of
the unforgivable clauses of the Bill.

The. Minister for Lands: If they asked
for it. it could nt be padding put in by
the Minister.
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Mr. LATHAM: But some of the things
asked for by the boards have been left un-
done.

The Ain ister for Lands: Then you ex-
pected to get the lot!I

Mr. TA &T}IAM1: Yes, perhaps by way of
recompense for their free services to the
State. No great alteration has been made
in the Act since 1919. Of course it is a
big,! comprehensive Act and perhaps the less
it is amended the better for the local au-
thorities. I think some provision should be
made for the swearing in of justices of the
peace. To-day they sit on the bench with-
out having been first sworn in.

Mr, Griffiths:- We are going to have two
justices nowv,

Mr. LAT HAM: Well, I find very great
difficulty in getting these gentlemen ftp-
appointed through the Premier's office, so
I will not say one word about that. Then
there is the tenure of road board members.
I do not know whether the Minister has
given much attention to this. It means
that there can be no continuity of policy
if the board is to come out every three years.
Of course the Minister will tell us that it is
done here in this House. But then we have
the Legislative Council.

The Minister for Works: Worse luck!
Mr. Griffiths: Thank God!
Mr. LATHAM: It is a Godsend to the

people we represent and, I think, to every-
body.

.Mr, Davy: It is a Godsend to the Mlix-
ister for Works.

Mr. LATHAM: Yes, what would he do
without it? In country districts we have
the greatest trouble in getting road board
mnembers. Nominations have to be invited
three or four times before a vacancy can
he filled. If the whole board are to go out
there will be difficulty shout filling all the
vacancies.

The Minister for Works: They will be
more important mnen under this Bill than
they are now. They will have larger func-
tions.

Mr. LATHAM: Very few Uf the func--
tions will be touched by the road board dis-
tricts, especially where they are on the
verge of settlements and do not know where
to get the money to carry out the necessary
works.

The Minister for Lands:- There will be no
compulsion about using these powers.

11r. LATHAM: They will not be used
in such cases. We want workers' homes ina
the country, but it is no good duplicating
the present system.

The Minister for WVorks: 1. think that
request came from your district.

Mr. ILATHAM: I think not. One de-
partment is sufficient to control this matter.
The Government can borrow money cheaper
than road boards can.

The Minister for Lands: Rload boards
and local authorities have been getting
money from the Commonwealth cheaper
than we have been able to get it.

Mr. LATHAM: To-day it is impossible
to borrow money from the Coinmonwealth
Bank because they will not lend ii to local
governing bodies.

Mr. Chesson: Is the security not good
enough?

Mr. LATHAM%: I would not like to ex-
press an opinionl. Workers' homes can be
built cheaper by the Government. They
have their experts and their standard draw-
ings. Road board secretaries cannot be ex-
pected tp be constructors of roads, and au-
thorities on buildings, agricultural societies,
motor buses, and ferries, etc.

Mr. Marshall: If the local authorities
cannot do it, the Government cannot do it.
I would rather have the local authority
when it is a question of being 200 miles
away from the seat of government.

Mr. LATHAM: The work can be done
cheaper by the present administration, I
commend the Minister for introducing a
provision giving power to the boards to ap-
point an engineer. Of course, they can
already do that.

The Minister for Works: Not in that way.

Mr. LATH AM: An engineer may be ap-
pointed by three or four boards. This new
provision, however, will be of a beneficial
nature. Better value will be obtained from
the money spent if the local governing bodies
have an engineer to carry out the work. A
lot of Commonwealth money will be spent
in the country districts. When the boards
tender for work this particular clause will
assist themn, Work can be carried out more
cheaply by the ]ocal governing bodies than
under the system followed by the Public
Works Department. I will vote for the
second reading of the Bill, but in Committee
will oppose some of the clauses.

On motion by Mr. Marshall, debate ad-
jouirned.
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BIlL-LAND ACT AmENDMENT.

Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Oomonittee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair; the Mtinister for
Lands in charge of the Bill.

Clause 2, Subelause (2).-Insert after
the word, "applicant"' in line five the words
"or his predecessor in title":

The iMINISTER FOR LANDS: I see no
objection to the amendment. I move-

That the amendment be agreed to.

Question put and passed; the Council's
amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Council.

BUJL-KEWOASTLE SUBURBAN LOT
58.

Council's Amendment.

Amendment made by the Council now
considered.

In Commnittee.

Mr. Lutey in the Chair;
Lands in charge of the Hill.

Clause 2.-Insert at the end
words: "for the purposes of
stated in the schedule":

Minister for

the following
the trust as

The MINISTER FOR LANDS: I move--
That the amendment he agreed to.

This will make the clause more clear so that
when the area is vested again in the new
trustees it shall be set aside for the purpose
set out in the schedule.

Question put and passed.

Council's amendment agreed to.

Resolution reported, the report adopted
and a message accordingly returned to the
Concil.

House adjourned at 10.40 p.m.

legislative Council.
Thursday, 26th November, 1925.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION-IRRIGATION, HARVEY
WEIR.

Hon. A. HUH VILL asked the Chief Secre-
tary: 1, Is it a fact that it was proposed to
erect shutters on the weir of the reservoir of
the Harvey irrigation works? 2, If so, was
the proposal approved by the ex-Engineer-
in-Chief?7 3, If approved, why has not the
work been carried out? 4, WiL the Minister
lay the papers on the Table?

The CHIEF SECRETARY replied: 1,
Yes. 2, Yes. 3, The late Minister decided
that, as the ratepayers were not meeting
their obligations, he was not justified in ad-
ding to the capital cost. 4, The papers are
in use, but can be seen at the department
by the bon. member, if he so desires.

SITTINGS, ADDITIONAL HOURS
AND DAY.

THE CHIEF SECRETARY (Ron. J. M.
Drew- Central) [L4,35] : I move-

That during the month of December the
Council shall meet for the despatch of business
on Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Friday
in each week at 3 p.m.
If the motion be carried, we shall sit on
Friday' in addition to the other three days
and we shall start at 3 p.m. instead of 4.30
p.m. each day. I should like to close down
about a week before Xmas. If we do this
we shall have 12 sitting days up to and in-
cluding the 18th December. A similar motion
was, moved onl the 27th November, 1924, bnt
that session was not closed until the 23rd
December, and we finished after a sitting
that extended ovar 21 hours. The legislation
before us this year is not so contentious as


